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HP RCMP officer facing charges

Chris Clegg

South Peace News

(High Prairie) — A High
Prairie RCMP officer is
facing two charges after
an Alberta Serious Inci-

dent Response Team
(ASIRT) investigation
into an incident at

Atikameg last fall.
ASIRT was directed to
investigate the incident

Ongoing
crime
problem
hot topic

Chris Clegg
South Peace News

(High Prairie) — The
continuing crime prob-
lem plaguing High Prai-
rie continues to be de-
bated at town council
meetings with one coun-
cillor suggesting vigi-
lante actions may be
coming from a fed-up
public.

Councillor Dennis
Porisky fears vigilante
actions may be in the fu-
ture if someone does not
deal with the problem.
He made the prediction
at the commit-
tee-of-the-whole meeting
Sept. 15.

Crime prevention was
first on the agenda as
council continues to try
and deal with the ongo-
ing problem. High Prai-
rie is not immune to the
issue; it affects many
other towns.

“l think it's time we
took a hard stance on
crime in High Prairie,”
said Councillor Carol
Hanlon, adding she
wanted to see more cov-
erage in town from
RCMP and town peace
officers during peak
criminal activity hours.

She also suggested
meeting with sheriffs and
seeing if they could con-
tribute.

Councillor Dennis
Porisky said he knew of
two drug houses in town.

“Why are they still in
operation?” he asked.

“I don't know what we

Cont. on page 5

Oct. 8, 2025 after an alle-
gation of excessive force
involving an officer was
used, says an ASIRT
news release.

“The investigation
stems from an officer’s
use of a less-lethal baton
launcher  while the
RCMP responded to a
call about a man with a
large  knife in the
Atikameg townsite on

Sept. 10,
ASIRT.

“The investigation also
examined the officer’s
reports and statements.”

The evidence gathered
during ASIRT’s investi-
gation provided reason-
able grounds to believe a
criminal offence was
committed.

Following a review of
the investigation, ASIRT

2025,” says

executive director Mat-
thew Block determined
the involved officer
should be charged.

Sept. 10, ASIRT ar-
rested Const. Tyler Bell
and charged him with as-
sault with a weapon and
breach of trust. Bell was
released on an undertak-
ing and is scheduled to
appear in Alberta Court
of Justice at Slave Lake

Oct. 14.

Because the matter is
before court, not further
information will be re-
leased.

ASIRT is part of the
Police Review Commis-
sion, an independent ci-
vilian-led agency. ASIRT
investigates potential
criminal offences involv-
ing police officers across
Alberta.

Left-right are Miss Africa Canada Kenny Adebogun, Ms. North America World Charmaine Joe, Sydonne
Warren, Ms. Western Canada Sasha Laboucan, and Ms. Global World Universal Pam Phiri. Laboucan was
crowned at the Afro and Indigenous Festival in Edmonton on Sept. 6.

Meet Ms. Western Canadal!

McLennan woman sees title as opportunity to promote culture

Emily Plihal
Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

(Falher) — A Smoky
River resident has been
chosen to be the official
representative of the
western provinces, being
dubbed Ms. Western
Canada.

Sasha Laboucan, born
and raised in McLennan,
was recently honoured
with the title. She says
Ms. Western Canada cel-
ebrates leadership, com-
munity impact, cultural
pride, and personal
growth among women
across Western Canada.
It provides a platform to
advocate for local initia-
tives, uplift regional
voices, and represent
communities on a larger
stage.

“l entered through an
application process shar-
ing my community in-
volvement, background,
and passion for repre-
senting my region,” says
Laboucan.

“After demonstrating
my commitment to cul-
tural advocacy and en-
trepreneurship, | was se-
lected to represent
McLennan and Treaty 8
territory as a delegate,”
she adds.

Laboucan says she’s
proud of being able to
represent the area and
her Indigenous culture
on a more global scale.

“The judges connected
with my dedication to
community service, cul-
tural preservation, and
youth  empowerment,”
says Laboucan, of why
she was selected as the

winner.

“My work as a jingle
dress dancer, teaching
Indigenous culture to
children, and co-found-
ing a local business
showed my deep roots in
my community.”

Laboucan explains
she’s proud to represent
people from the area and
is hopeful she can pro-
vide some positive influ-
ence to the younger gen-
eration.

“Winning is a powerful
affirmation that
small-town and Indige-
nous voices belong on
prominent platforms,”
she says.

“It gives me a broader
stage to share my heri-
tage, encourage young
people to take pride in
who they are, and bring
visibility to Northern Al-

berta.”

Laboucan’s passions
are extensive, but she
says one traditional
dance pulls at her heart-
strings.

“Powwow dancing,

specifically as a jingle
dress dancer, is vital to
who | am,” expresses
Laboucan.

“Sharing this tradition
by teaching children in
schools and community
settings allows me to
pass along healing and
cultural pride. Passing
these traditions to the
next generation ensures
our culture remains
strong and vibrant.”

Laboucan says her re-
sponsibilities as Ms.
Western Canada will in-
clude attending regional

Cont. on page 3
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4-8PM
4724-53RD AVE

ACTIVITIES:
GAMES & ACTIVITIES
DELICIOUS SEASONAL TREATS
LIVE MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT
LOCAL VENDORS & MORE!

Join us for fun, food, and festivities as we
celebrate fall!

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL: 780-523-4588

Upcoming

Events

OCTOBER 3, 4:00 TO 7:00 PM

Pressed Plants Lantern Making with Braidie Locke
$45 / $40 for members Pre-registration required, materials included.

OCTOBER 16, 7:.00 TO 9:30 PM
Paint ‘n Sip with Traci Hansen
$50 / $45 for members. Pre-registration required, materials included.

OCTOBER 17,11:00 AMTO 2:00 PM

Artist Demonstration with Julie Jackson
Drop-in program, FREE

OCTOBER 24,11:00 AM TO 2:00 PM

Beads of Water with Slave Lake Watershed Council
Family drop-in program, FREE

OCTOBER 31, 1:30 TO 3:00 PM

Hallowe’en Spooktacular
Family drop-in program, FREE

L TR S S, SR

Visit our website for program details and to register.

Supported by:

AND DISTRICT MUSEUM t”[ w‘:f:‘{f

HIGHPRAIRIEMUSEUM.CA

Meat te of d
I ({11 Memtour toam of experience

ROYAL LEPAGE % s
—

Associate:
Shawna (Nelson) Rich
780-536-T803
Associate: Shirley Matula
780-523-8624
Associate: Lynne Tardif
780-837-1053

PVR REALTY INC.

Serving Big Lakes County and
MD of Smoky River areas

4830-52 avenue High Prairie, AB

Community Calendar

Note: Community Calendar listings are free. AGMs and church services not in-
cluded unless also advertised. Call [780] 523-4484 with your item or e-mail
southpeacenews@hotmail.com. All events subject to change depending on late
changes or holidays.

Wednesday, September 23

International Day of Sign Languages!

10 — 11 a.m. — Storytime at HP Municipal Library. (Ages 2-5 Years with Parent)

10 a.m. — Noon — HP CRC Baby & Me program for children 0-12 months.

10:30 a.m. — Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) meets at HP Anglican Church. (780) 523-0949.
Noon — Grouard Seniors Lunch at Grouard Northland School Elder’'s Room.

Noon — 1 p.m. — Humble Delights Kitchen open at HP Native Friendship Centre 4919-51 Ave.
12:30 — 5:30 p.m. — Marigold Farmers Market in HP at 4724- 53 — Ave.

1:30 p.m. — Play Floor Curling at HP Golden Age Centre, 4824-53 Ave. $1 drop-in charge.
4:30 p.m. — Kids Konnection at Nampa FCSS Office.

5:30 p.m. — Play bingo at Kinuso Ag Hall. Pre-call 6:30 p.m., regular games at 6:45 p.m.

5:30 — 7:30 p.m. — Family Wing Wednesday at HP Native Friendship Centre 4919-51 Ave.

7 p.m. — Drop-In Beanbag/Cornhole at Joussard Community Association Hall. $2 fee.

7 p.m. — AA meetings at Grouard in Brown Building behind Kapawe’'no Hall #55.

7 p.m. — Faust Silver & Gold meeting at Faust Hall.

7 p.m. — Work bee at Pioneer Threshermans Association grounds at Triangle.

7:30 p.m. — Play cribbage at Joussard Homesteaders Hall.

Thursday, September 24

World Gorilla Day!

8:30 a.m. — 4 p.m. — Thrift Store Bag Sale at HP Native Friendship Centre 4919-51 Ave.

10 a.m. — Noon — HP CRC Play & Learn program for children 0-6 years.

10 a.m. — 2 p.m. — Senior Cooking at HP Native Friendship Centre 4919-51 Ave.

1 -2 p.m. — Join Walk & Talk at Falher Smoky River Community Hall. Bring clean shoes! $2 fee.
1:30 p.m. — Play Mah Jong at HP Golden Age Centre, 4824-53 Ave. $1 drop-in charge.

1:30 — 3:3- p.m. — Journaling workshop at Girouxville Club Etoille, Smoky River FCSS hosting.

2 — 3 p.m. — Bumble Buddies at Falher Library for children 0-5 years and caregivers.

2 — 3 p.m. — 55+ Chair Yoga at Café du Coin in St. Isidore.

4 — 8 p.m. — Youth Hub (12-17 Years) at HP Native Friendship Centre. Hang out! Play games!

5 — 7 p.m. — Kids Cooking Class at Sucker Creek Rec Centre. Text (780) 507-6194 for more info.
6 p.m. — Narcotics Anonymous meetings in High Prairie at 4919- 51 Ave.

6 p.m. — Drop-In Pickleball at Joussard JCA Hall. $2 fee. Beanbag toss if enough interest.

7 p.m. — Play Bridge at HP Golden Age Centre, 4824-53 Ave. $1 drop-in charge.

7 p.m. — Faust Charity Association monthly meeting at Faust Hall.

Friday, September 25

National One-Hit Wonder Day!

World Dream Day!

9 a.m.—4 p.m. — HP CRC Drop-in Play.

10 a.m. — Kinuso Seniors Coffee Time at Kinuso Seniors Centre. New members welcome.

1:30 p.m. — Enjoy whist games at the HP Golden Age Centre, 4824-53 Ave. $1 drop-in charge.

4 — 8 p.m. — Fall for Local Market in HP at 4724-53 Ave. Games, treats, music, vendors and more!
5 —7 p.m. — Fall Supper at HP St. Paul’'s Roman Catholic Church. Admission by donation.

7:30 p.m. — High Prairie AA chapter meets at HP Church of the Nazarene 4900-59 Ave.

Saturday, September 26

National Love Note Day!
National Ghost Hunting Day!
International Rabbit Day!

Sunday, September 27

World Rivers Day!

World Tourism Day!

Attend the church of your choice.

1:30 p.m. — Enjoy cribbage games at the HP Golden Age Centre, 4824-53 Ave. $1 drop-in charge.

Monday, September 28

Ask a Stupid Question Day!

National Sons Day!

9 a.m.—4 p.m.— HP CRC Drop-in Play.

1 -3 p.m. — Crib & Cards Social at Multi-Plex Building at Spruce Point Park. Snacks provided.
1:30 p.m. — Play Mah Jong at Joussard Homesteaders Hall.

3:30 — 5:30 p.m. — HP CRC After-School Program (8-12 Years) at HP Children’s Resource Centre.
5 p.m. — Town of Peace River council meets in council chambers.

7 p.m. — Drop-In Beanbag/Cornhole at Joussard Community Association Hall. $2 fee.

7 p.m. — Ladies Time Out at Kinuso Seniors Centre.

7:30 p.m. — High Prairie AA chapter meets at HP Church of the Nazarene 4900-59 Ave.

Tuesday, September 29

National Coffee Day!

World Heart Day!

10 a.m. — Noon — Drop-In Coffee at HP Golden Age Club. $1 drop-in charge.

1 p.m. — Kinuso Seniors Coffee Time at Kinuso Seniors Centre. New members welcome.

1 -2 p.m. — Join Walk & Talk at Falher Smoky River Community Hall. Bring clean shoes! $2 fee.

1 -4 p.m. — Senior Drop-In at HP Native Friendship Centre 4919-51 Ave.

6 p.m. — Town of High Prairie meets in council chambers.

6 p.m. — Drop-In Pickleball at Joussard JCA Hall. $2 fee.

7 p.m. — Whist games at Big Meadow Hall north of Enilda. Contact Stella Sware at (780) 523-2009.

Wednesday, September 30

Celebrate and Recognize National Day for Truth and Reconciliation (also Orange Shirt Day).
10 — 11 a.m. — Storytime at HP Municipal Library. (Ages 2-5 Years with Parent)

10 a.m. — Noon — HP CRC Baby & Me program for children 0-12 months.

10:30 a.m. — Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) meets at HP Anglican Church.(780) 523-0949.
11 a.m. — 1 p.m. — Free Lunch for Junior/Senior High students at HP Native Friendship Centre.
11 a.m. — 3 p.m. — Truth & Reconciliation Day Events at HP Museum.




Sasha Laboucan

Ms. Western Canada
Cont. from page 1

events, speaking at community gatherings support-
ing charitable initiatives, and mentoring youth.

“My focus will be on sharing my culture and demon-
strating to young people in rural areas that their
goals are well within reach,” says Laboucan.

“It is both an honour and a responsibility. Carrying
this title means standing tall for my community, hon-
ouring my roots, and walking in a way that makes my
family, hometown, and Treaty 8 proud.”

Laboucan says the crowning ceremony took place
on Sept. 6 at the Afro and Indigenous Cultural Festival
in Edmonton. She says earning this title means so
much to her and she hopes this can provide some in-
centive for youth to work hard to achieve their
dreams.

“It bridges small rural communities with the wider
region, showing that leadership and impact are not
defined by the size of your hometown,” says
Laboucan.

“Coming from McLennan, carrying a regional title
shows youth in small communities that their origins
are a source of strength. You can stay rooted in your
home while reaching broad audiences.”

Laboucan says she wants to thank her family and
friends for all their support. Notably, she says her late
father Oscar Laboucan’s memory continuously in-
spires her, and her family for their foundation and
support.

She adds her best friend and co-founder of The Hair
Fairies Hailey has been a constant support system.
She says Falher, McLennan, and all of Treaty 8 Terri-
tory, as well as all of her local supporters deserve a
special thank you.

“Winning reinforces my belief in staying grounded
while reaching for new goals,” says Laboucan.

“It has already opened up incredible new doors,
such as potential opportunities to take part in White-
horse Fashion Week and invitations to deliver speak-
ing engagements at the Cree Youth Conference. Go-
ing forward, these platforms will allow me to expand
my leadership, youth mentorship, and cultural advo-
cacy on even larger stages.”

Laboucan says the journey has brought her excite-
ment, anticipation, deep pride in her heritage, and
moments of humility.

“Walking onto the stage representing my home
brought overwhelming gratitude for the people who
helped me reach that moment,” concludes Laboucan.

“It proves that staying true to your culture and
community creates incredible momentum, showing
youth from McLennan and Treaty 8 territory that big
opportunities follow when you stand proudly in who
you are.”

Richard Froese
South Peace News

(High Prairie) — A local
woman concerned about
growing criminal and
unwanted activity in
High Prairie addressed
the Town of High Prairie
council to suggest sev-
eral ideas to curb crime
and clean up the commu-
nity.

Katrina Ross spoke to
council at its meeting
Sept. 8.

Aresident of Big Lakes
County, she has worked
in High Prairie for 10
years, while her partner
owns a shop in High Prai-
rie.

“We are a constant vic-
tim of theft, from vehicles
to copper wiring,” Ross
says.

“I researched and
found more productive
ways to help my commu-
nity.”

Beautification is a key
part of her ideas to im-
prove the look of the
town.

“Our town has been
described to me as any-
thing but beautiful,” Ross
writes in her submission.

“Let your town reflect
the amazing commu-
nity.”

She urges council to
take steps that deter
highway travellers from
driving through.

“Give them a reason to
stop, spend, support local
businesses,” Ross says.

She suggests a mural
on an exterior wall of the
High Prairie and District
Museum.

Councillor
Shunter agrees.

“I love the idea of mu-
rals,” Shunter says.

Ross proposes a mural
as a “start to hopefully
paint this town”.

Bryce
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Woman offers ideas
to fight crime, beautify HP

4 RIRIE TAl ke |\
BIBLE TALKS

Will be held at the St. Mark’s Anglican Church Hall
4701, 53 Ave, High Prairie AB

Sunday’s at 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm
August 30, September 6, 13, 20, 27, 2026

The Gospel is shared simply,
sincerely and without cost. All are welcome.
For additional inquiries call:

\ 403-992-7982 or 403-652-0564. 7

Katrina Ross is proposing a mural be painted on an exterior east wall of the
High Prairie and District Museum as one way to beautify the town. Shown on
the south wall is the Canada 150 Mural Mosaic project to commemorate Can-
ada’s sesquicentennial — 150 years — in 2017.

She wants the town’s
image and appearance to
improve, particular
along Highway 2 as trav-
ellers arrive in the com-
munity.

“We need to start look-
ing at the environment,”
Ross says.

“We need to clean up
the streets, especially
the main highway.

“We should look at bou-
levard projects with land-
scaping. and flowers.”

She suggests a
clean-up throughout the
town streets and proper-
ties and adding street
banners.

Ross adds grants for
crime-prevention  pro-
grams are available.

Mayor Daniel
Vandermeulen appreci-
ated her presentation.

“m impressed with
the ideas you have,” he
says.

First elected as the
mayor in municipal elec-
tions in October 2025, he
campaigned on his com-

@ Medic Alert

ALWAYS ON CALL

www.medicalert.ca

For more information

1-800-668-1507

High Prairie Valleyview

& NORTHWEST

FUNERAL CHAPEL LTD.

Qur Family Serving Yours

780-523-3311 780-524-2338 780-849-3299 780-773-9446

After Hours/Emergencies please call

780-552-6110 or 780-300-6505.

Slave Lake Wabasca

nwfuneralchapel.ca

mitment to economic de-
velopment, action
against crime and “build-
ing our community” as
he stated in his campaign

advertising.

Councillor Carol
Hanlon agrees with the
mayor.

“You have some really
good ideas,” Hanlon
says.

“I appreciate you have
provided us with infor-
mation to get grants.”

CAO David Joy says a
written report by Ross
will be considered as he
prepares a report on
crime and proposed
strategies that he will
presented to council at
its regular meeting Sept.
29.

Ross also suggests a
designated area for
homeless people to set
up tents with washroom
and garbage facilities.

To help fight crime, she
suggests the town create
an online page for post-
ing crime.

“All crime in the area
should be posted to cre-
ate awareness of what is
being taken and
targetted,” Ross writes
in her submission.

She suggests the town
work or sponsor pro-
grams with RCMP to get
people with criminal re-
cords or lack of skills
back into the work force,
possibly hiring people to
clean up the community.

High Prairie town
council will host a com-
munity crime meeting
Nov. 25 at the Gordon Bu-
chanan Performing Arts
Centre at 7 p.m.

Citizens will have an
opportunity to discuss
their concerns and share
ideas to curb criminal
and unwanted activity.

the County.

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST: MOWING MAINTENANCE
OF COUNTY ROADS & INFRASTRUCTURE 2027-2030

Big Lakes County

Big Lakes County invites expressions of interest from
parties interested in performing mowing maintenance
on County roadsides and applicable infrastructure.

The quotation shall be a lump sum for the supply and
operation of suitably equipped tractors and mowers,
along with pricing for additional work as required by

Should the expression of interest be deemed suitable
by Council, Administration will proceed with a Request
for Quotation, at which time a successful bidder may
be chosen. This submission must be submitted in a
sealed and labelled envelope, no later than 2:00 pm,
Wednesday, October 7, 2026, to the Big Lakes
County Administration Office at the following address:

Big Lakes County
PO Box 239
5305 — 56 Street
Iigh Prairie, AB TOG 1E0
Mowing Maintenance of County Roads and
Infrastructure Expression of Interest

For more information, please contact the Agricultural
Services Manager at 780-523-5955.

Phone 780-523-5955 | BigLakesCounty.ca
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IStory:

A trip down memory lane

Looking =&
BaCklll Sept. 23

Sept. 23-24, 1914: The fifth Lesser Slave Lake
Agricultural Society Fair is held in High Prairie.

Sept. 23, 1932: The funeral for Mgr. Joussard is
held at Falher.

Sept. 23, 1970: High Prairie town council nomina-
tions include Reg Burgar, Archie Calliou, Phil
Heather, Rowland Johnson and Merv Kurtz. George
Barnes withdraws his name.

Sept. 23, 1970: South Peace News reports on the
formation of the High Prairie Ballet Association,
with Trevor Walker as president. Jean Lewis is sec-
retary-treasurer.

Sept. 23, 1981: Ben Kohn opens Ben’s TV Service
in High Prairie.

Sept. 23, 1983: High Prairie is awarded the 1984
Peace Winter Games.

Sept. 23, 1987: South Peace News reports the
Moostoos Building in High Prairie sinks eight inches
during construction.

Sept. 23, 1989: Ernest Michael Tallman, 11, of
Atikameg, is accidentally shot while loading meat
into a canoe.

Sept. 23, 1991: A Kinuso youth is given one year
of probation and ordered to do 25 hours of commu-
nity service work after assaulting a six-month-old
baby causing welts.

Sept. 23, 1991: Slave Lake is awarded the 1994
Arctic Winter Games.

Sept. 23, 1993: Lesser Slave Lake Indian Re-
gional Council is furious that packages from Elec-
tions Canada sent to natives contain bingo daubers.

Sept. 23, 1994: A man who led the fight for Metis
people dies in Edmonton. Louis M. L’Hirondelle was
82.

Sept. 23, 1994: Anne Olson purchases the Kozie
Kitchen Restaurant in High Prairie and renames it
Country Lane Café.

Sept. 23, 1997: Three Peavine residents die in an
accident just southeast of Peace River. Dead are
Harriet Laboucan, 24, Alana Betsy Marie Laboucan,
19 months, and Holly Cunningham, 18.

Sept. 23, 1998: South Peace News reports Sam
Wiley, of Enilda, wins the use of a Case IH 2388 com-
bine for the fall harvest season.

Sept. 23, 1998: High Prairie town council refuses
to put the question of whether or not to allow VLTs
in the community on the Oct. 19 municipal election
ballot.

Sept. 23, 1998: High Prairie town council takes
the stand that all regional health authority members
should be elected.

Sept. 23, 2005: The M.D. of Big Lakes decides to
feature a horse-drawn grader on its monument after
hearing that Trevor Sekulich is donating the antique.

Sept. 23, 2008: Esteemed Cree artist and leader
Dale Auger, who was born in High Prairie, dies of
cancer at the age of 50 years.

Sept. 23, 2009: High Prairie town council meets
behind closed doors and ponders a governance re-
view, advertising for a new manager and
sustainability study.

Sept. 23, 2010: Artist Tammy Napier completes
her mural at High Prairie Elementary Schoolo.

Sept. 23, 2013: Nomination day for the Town of
High Prairie is held. Linda Cox and Crystal Sekulich
file papers to run for mayor while a record 16 people
file to run for six councillor seats.

Sept. 23, 2013: Nomination day for the M.D. of
Big Lakes is held. For the first time in its history, ev-
ery ward in the M.D. will have an election.

Sept. 23, 2014: The Government of Alberta do-
nates $50,000 to the centennial train mural. Money
comes from the Alberta Lottery Fund.

Sept. 23, 2014: Farm Credit Corporation donates
$10,000 to the new PTA Hall at Triangle under its
AgriSpirit Fund.

In the Nov. 6, 1974
High Prairie South
Peace News a photo
was published of Dr.
R.J. [Bob] Saunders,
the new vet in High
Prairie. He worked at
the High Prairie Ani-
mal Hospital which
was open for busi-
ness despite some
equipment not yet ar-
riving. Saunders ar-
rived in High Prairie
and was originally
from Ontario.

French capitalist places faith in Grouard

Sept. 21, 1912
Grouard News

Rene Lemarechand
and Alex Michelet of Ed-
monton, were visitors in
Grouard this week, on
their arrival they met
Mr. A.V. Pujebet, of
Paris, who has been
here for the last few
days looking over the
possibilities of the coun-
try.

Our visitors were very
enthusiastic about the
future of Grouard and
during their stay here
they showed their confi-
dence by buying exten-
sive inside property.
From their experience
acquired in the country
south of here, they are
assured that Grouard is
fast becoming an impor-
tant city, as it is the very
gate of the famous
Peace River Country
which has been so
largely advertised. Its
splendid location at the
head of Lesser Slave
Lake will make it for
many years to come, the
only distributing point of
a territory equal in size
to a province. With the
unlimited resources of
the surrounding district
and with her navigable
waterways, Grouard will
develop into a commer-
cial centre even before
the coming of the rail-
road and when the steel
reaches it, it will find a
well-established and
prosperous city.

During their stay here
Lemarehand, Michelet
and Pujebet enjoyed a

Che Grovard News

A Weekly Paper published in the interests of Grouard and the
Peace River Country at our office in Grouard, every Saturday.
Subscription $2.00 a Year.
To U.S. and other Countries $2.50
Advertising Rates on Application
R.S. BURNS, Editor and Manager

very pleasant day of
sport fishing and shoot-
ing at St. Bruno Indian
Mission, one of the most
picturesque spots on the
lakeshore, 15 miles
southeast of here. They
came back to town with
150 pounds of the finest
specimens of whitefish
caught in a few hours.

Our visitors intend to
come back next spring
and make an extensive
trip down and up the
Peace River to the
points of interest includ-
ing Fort Vermilion,
Dunvegan and Hudson’s
Hope.

Finest beach
Shaw’s Point

On Sunday last,
through the courtesy of
Mr. Flaiter, we were
treated to a launch ride
on Lesser Slave Lake.

The natural beauty of
the beach at Shaw’s
Point is alone worth see-
ing, but with a hill slop-
ing gently back from its
shores and nature in her
autumn dress with
patches of green spruce
dotting here and there, it
presents the most pic-
turesque spot imagin-
able.

This beach will some

day be one of the finest
and most popular in Al-
berta.

Long wait to file
on choice land

No little excitement
was caused on Monday
morning last before the
local Land Office
opened, when it was
learned that two very de-
sirable homesteads were
open for entry.

James Walford, our
druggist, had a man sta-
tioned before the door
for 12 days previous in
order to be first to file on
a very choice piece of
land adjoining the new
town limits. The land in
question being the
northwest quarter of
21-75-14 and comprises
some 17 acres all told.

Mr. Pottage, who had a
man in line for seven
days, was after the
southwest quarter of
4-76-14. Early in the
morning signs of trouble
began to brew and to
make things safe, after
so long a wait and, as we
understand, paying out
good money of the realm
to the men who held
their positions, the
Mounted Police were no-
tified, after their arrival

everything went
smoothly and our two
friends landed the much
coveted homesteads.

Northland Light
makes record run

Frank Davis, chief en-
gineer of the Northland
Light, informed us of a
record run made by the
above boat on its trip up
on Saturday last from
Soto Landing to Grouard
in 16 hours, including
three stops, one to trans-
fer freight at Sawridge,
and two to take on fuel.
The cargo consisted of
23 tons of freight, princi-
pally fruit, and 62 pas-
sengers.

It must be taken into
consideration that 40
miles of this run was
made against a swift
current in shallow water
on the Slave River and a
stiff headwind on the
lake.

Around the town

..Rene Lemarechand
came into our office this
week and subscribed for
the News. This is the
first subscription we
have received from
Paris, France.

...Mr. Filteau is build-
ing a sidewalk along
Morin Street in front of
his new buildings, which
make a great improve-
ment to the street.

..J. Ladesner was
thrown from his horse a
few days ago and sus-
tained a broken collar
bone.



Peerless Lake
man jailed
8 months

Chris Clegg

South Peace News

(Red Earth Creek) — A Peerless Lake man will be
spending the next eight months in prison after plead-
ing guilty to assault with a weapon at Red Earth
Creed Court of Justice.

Alberta Justice reports Alexis Julius Okemow en-
tered the plea and was sentenced to 240 days.

Five other charges against Okemow were with-
drawn by the Crown in a plea agreement.

The charges stem from an incident on April 18
when Red Earth Creek RCMP responded to a call just
before 3 a.m. from a man who reported that someone
was trying to stab him. Police say the man was also
bleeding after being punched in the face.

An arrest was made a short time later and Okemow
subsequently charged.

High Prairie crime

Cont. from page 1

do?”

“I'm just as mystified as you,” added Mayor Dan
Vandermuelen.

Councillor Hermann Minderlein added RCMP
were chronically understaffed for years, but recently
the detachment is nearly fully staffed.

“Either way, we need to be staffed up over there,”
he concluded.

Minderlein added, however, business owners also
had a responsibility to protect their property.

As for the suggestion council have 24/7 patrols, he
added a full detachment would be needed and very
costly.

Later, Vandermeulen added council could not af-
ford the third peace officer they employ if not for
money contributed by neighbouring municipalities
(Big Lakes County and the Smoky River region) in by-
law enforcement and policing agreements.

Council recently installed several cameras in town
to catch potential thieves. Vandermeulen asked if
“anyone” could view the cameras. Town CEO David
Joy replied no due to FOIP issues.

Porisky chimed in with another thought.

“Meth heads don’t care if there’s a camera or not,”
he said.

Councillor Bryce Shunter agreed with Hanlon re-
garding increased patrols citing the need to deal with
meth heads, vagrancy, public intoxication and more.

“Something has to change,” he added.

Regarding policing peak criminal activity hours
(4-7 a.m.), Councillor David Temple suggested in-
creasing patrols at that time.

However, council realizes if they increase patrols at
one time, another service will suffer. Minderlein
noted he would prefer more patrols during school
hours “for safety’s sake”.

“I think their time there is very important,” he said.

And, he concluded, the light sentences handed out
by judges are “no deterrent to crime” in the court sys-
tem.

Town council is hosting a community crime meet-
ing Nov. 25 at the Gordon Buchanan Recreation Cen-
tre. A Crown prosecutor will be invited to inform the
public why sentences are so light and the difficulties
and legalities regarding criminal prosecution.

DON'T IGNORE
SMALL SIGNS.

Your child may have asthma
without you even knowing it.
Support the Asthma & Allergies
Door to Door Campaign
March 15 to April 3.

1-800-931-9111

www.lung.ca

ALBERTA
LUN!
e ASSOCIATION

South Peace News, Wednesday, September 23, 2026 5

@ Big Lokes County
GIS Services
171772022

20019 Imageny

E‘IE§ %LEE%
CCIUNTYl

Requested by:
Public Works

Hilliard's Bay Provincial Park Access Road
(Twp Rd 752A) and Shaw's Point Resort
Access Road (Rge Rd 141) Paving

™
0 00400 BOD 1,300 1,600
[ = — |
Matras
1inch equals 1,143 metres

Kapawe'no First
Nation No. 230
(Grouard 230)

EESESREE Ty el Rl e i
4 - ‘ Hillardl's &
4 .k&'f//a,o,, Phase |: Pavement Overlay - h FL';’;}: ay
4 T Township Road 7524 (Paved) Remove Phase il Residential
y y% 68km  COMPLETED || |rownship Road 7524 from 1
y: G d - ‘ Hiliard's Bay PP fo Hilliard's |
4 UG ‘ Bay Estates 1.4 km |
‘ Phase 1 Township Road 752A from end of : 7 4 )
existing pavement to Hilliard's Bay Prov. 77
Park Group Area A (Gravel) 4.3 km | 7 "/.; 4
L \//J 1 7
e — = ;
=3 < f | 5 y
A Phase lll: Range Road 141 5
'\ from Township Road 7524 _”ﬁ
"\_\ : gOUfhE*E:’G Shﬂgfrg;ﬂ y Hillard's Bay Provincial Campground
. = esort (Gravel) 1.8 km
Ny -
o
\ i
Sucker Creek
No. 150A R )
o Fug=?
_F Mﬁi‘}t\ K Pf{/
Shaw's Point ' ’
Residential
|
© Big Lakes County Page 119 of 131 - s —

Map provided by Big Lakes County shows the many proposed phases of paving gravel roads in the
Hilliard’s Bay Provincial Park area proposed by the county. Big Lakes will apply for provincial funding
from the Strategic Transportation Infrastructure Program to pave a section of Township Road 752A with
support from Hilliard’s Bay Estates and to pave Range Rd. 141 leading to Shaw’s Point Resort.

Partnership pushes plan
to pave Hilliard’s area roads

Richard Froese
South Peace News

(High Prairie) — Big
Lakes County and
Hilliard’s Bay Estates
are joining forces to
lobby the provincial gov-
ernment for money to
pave the main county
gravel road in the
Hilliard’s Bay Provincial
Park area.

Both partners are
working together on an
application by Big Lakes
County for provincial
funding from the Strate-
gic Transportation Infra-
structure Program
(STIP) local municipal
initiative to pave Town-
ship Road 752A (also
known as Hilliard’s Bay
Rd) that runs along
Range Rd. 141 that runs
south to Shaw’s Point Re-
sort.

Hilliard’s Bay Estates
is located at the eastern
end of Township Road
752A.

At its regular meeting
Sept. 9, council agreed an
application be submitted
for STIP funding for the
Nov. 30 deadline for
Township Road 752A and
Range Road 141 paving
capital project and that
administration tender
work for Township Rd.

752A in early 2027 and
proceed with construc-
tion in 2027 whether
STIP funding is approved
in 2027 or not, provided
HBE is still willing to
contribute $250,000 to the
Township Rd. 752A pro-
ject.

Big Lakes estimates
the cost of paving Town-
ship Rd. 752A just west of
Range Rd. 141 in the west
to the provincial park
group area in the east at
$4,186,800 and paving
Range Rd. 141 at
$1,568,300 for a total esti-
mated cost of $5,755,100
for the two stretches of
road, states a report from
Ben Letemplier, director
public works.

Big Lakes has been
working for more than 15
years to get support and
funding from the govern-
ment to pave gravel
roads in that area.

Grouard  Councillor
Rob Porter says funding
and paving are much
needed.

“It’s a huge benefit to
everyone,” says Porter.

“That road is poor . . .
(it’s about) safety and all
the dust.

“I feel very strong about
this motion.”
Council passed an-

other motion that Big

Lakes council accept a
$250,000 contribution
from Hilliard’s Bay Es-
tates Condominium As-
sociation (and any other
financial contributions
that can be garnered) for
the STIP local municipal
initiative funding appli-
cation for the Town-
ship Road 752A paving
portion of the capital pro-
ject.

Association president
Gordon Kaiser and pav-
ing committee chairman
and board member Kevin
Beach spoke to council at
its regular meeting Aug.
12 with a new approach
for the project to partner
to lobby the government

for funding.

Letemplier  outlined
the new approach in his
report.

HBE condominium as-
sociation is:

-Seeking to partner
with Big Lakes in the
submission of the next
STIP application with a
deadline of Nov. 30.

-Committed to contrib-
uting $250,000 towards
the paving of Township
Road 752A.

-Also seeking other fi-
nancial partners as well
as letters of support for
the paving from inter-
ested parties.

-Committed to con-
tinue to strengthen its
political leverage.

-Proposing that Big
Lakes consider increas-
ing its contribution rate
to a combined total of 60
per cent (or more) of the
cost of the project (which
would include $250,000 or
more from HBE).

The new approach has
several advantages for
Big Lakes, the associa-
tion states.

It demonstrates a col-
laborative approach in
enhancing the county.

As well, it will increase
tourism and create a pos-
itive experience.

It will also increase pri-
vate interest in and in-
vestment in both the pro-
vincial park and
Hilliard’s Bay Estates.

Regarding the STIP
application, the new ap-
proach focuses on park
access road paving, an
example that is stated on
the STIP website when
eligible projects align
with provincial and mu-
nicipal priorities.

Projects are evaluated
on numerous factors
with “collaboration/part-
nerships” and “use of al-
ternative sources to fund
the project” are viewed
more favourably.

“Its a huge benefit to everyone,”
says Grouard Councillor Rob Porter.

“That road is poor . . . (it’s about) safety and all the dust.
[ feel very strong about this motion.”
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Editorial

Your Opinion Counts!

Post on the Message Board at
southpeacenews.com for instant feedback
or write The Editor c/o South Peace News

PO Box 1000,

High Prairie, Alberta Canada TOG 1EO

Regional

‘Whole bunch
of nothing’

Most people will agree with the statement, “When
it comes to business, government shouldn’t be pick-
ing winners and losers.”

Unfortunately, it almost can’t be helped. Even with
the best of intentions, governments everywhere still
blunder and stumble into unintentional bonuses and
harms. Public highways, roads and streets, bridges,
police and courts are almost all the responsibility of
governments. So, too, is the responsibility of other
things, like community arenas, swimming pools and
many government agencies. Things private enter-
prise usually stays away from.

Unless money can be made!

When billionaire sports franchise owners decide a
new stadium or arena is “needed,” he or she can be
counted on to go knocking on government doors.
Some call these handouts. Others call them incen-
tives. In the case of those sports stadiums, there will
be enormous arguments why emergency rooms,
overpasses, schools, and more government services
of every kind are a better spend of taxpayer money.

Accidentally or deliberately, it’s still winners and
losers one way or another.

Money isn’t the only item on the table. Other ex-
amples of winners and losers abound. After lengthy
private fundraising and public hearings, the new
Peace River SPCA building can be called a winner in
some ways. And a loser in others, such as time spent
moving the project forward. The effort was worth it.

Another way of looking at this is, it is a “some-
thing.” To steal another quote, “Which is better? A
little bit of something? Or a whole lot of nothing?”

Take that topic further. One might say, “We have
an emergency department in our hospital.” Another
might come back with, “But most of the time it’s
only open three days of the week!” We say, “Well, it’s
still better than nothing!”

And almost always, easier to improve something
than start from scratch.

Another case in point is the High Prairie Native
Friendship Centre. High Prairie town council de-
cided to not support the centre with some money.
There were arguments why. One councillor’s argu-
ment was presented in this newspaper last week by
the vice-president of the centre.

Charles Calhoon Jr. wrote about the councillor
who said the location in downtown High Prairie is “a
horrible spot. They attract the vagrants and the
homeless to the downtown core. You can’t have a
goal of supporting the Friendship Centre and a goal
of supporting local business at the same time.”

There are factors at play here beyond our space,
time and energy. As it appears, also beyond time and
energy of the councillors. Do they have facts? Or
opinions? Were all the business people in the core
surveyed? What might be the impact of the Centre
closing?

Oh, wait! Maybe this is a job for that brand new
economic development office the Town and County
want to start. Which is to be a combined cost of over
$100,000 per year total. Which, according to the over
$100,000 already spent on the Deloitte Economic
Study, should have as one goal, keeping existing
business and services in the community!

Perhaps that goal is not a “must.” It is just a sug-
gestion. Something. Or nothing?

- Jeff Burgar
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The smallest room in heaven

Regional commentary
by Chris Clegg

The infamous Alfred E.
Neuman of MAD Magazine fame
once uttered his famous phrase,
“What, me worry?”

The even greater cartoon dog
Snoopy of Peanuts fame also com-
ments on being worried.

“When I die, I'll probably get
the smallest room in heaven!”
said Charlie Brown’s famous dog.

It proves being worried is a
state of mind. Some shrug off
life’s problems with a carefree at-
titude and are as happy as a
butcher’s dog while others brood
over every little thing that comes
their way. The fact is life and its
problems cannot be avoided.
There are issues to deal with ev-
ery day.

“No problem is so big or so
complicated it cannot be run
away from!” says Linus, also of
Peanuts fame.

Worry! That horrible attribute
which contributes to stress, high
blood pressure and heart disease.
That unavoidable feeling we all
suffer from whether it’s a million-
aire looking to make his next dol-
lar or the child in a candy store
whining for a candy bar. It’s all a
matter of perspective and what
you want.

Snoopy’s worry fascinates me.
Most would worry about whether
they will make it through the
Pearly Gates into heaven,

whereas Snoopy is worried about
the accommodations once he gets
there. I know Snoopy’s only a dog,
but sign me up for the church he
attends! His permanent hotel in
heaven appears to already be re-
served! May we all be so lucky!

'l have the sneaking
suspicion God does not
issue building permits
for people (and dogs)
who go to heaven.'

Snoopy needs to know there is a
fine line between worry and de-
sire. There isn’t much difference
between what size a room you will
get in heaven or simply wanting a
larger room. Perhaps Snoopy
needs the space for his best
friend, Woodstock. The cartoon
does not explain Snoopy’s reason-
ing. What would heaven be with-
out your best friend?

On the other hand, Neuman
cares little about everything.
What a way to live! In fall, the
squirrels are busy collecting food
for winter. I wonder if squirrels
ever worry there might not be
enough food in the forest. Sheesh!
Why worry about that?

Snoopy, on the other hand, does
not need such worries. He has
Charlie Brown to care for him. He
enjoys life to the fullest, except for
that heaven thing.

Neuman’s dream of never wor-

rying is not practical. Maybe
worry is a good thing. It drives us
to be better prepared. If the task
is done and dealt with in a proper
manner, worry disappears. That
is, until the next crisis occurs.

The lesson here is not to make
a mountain out of a molehill. It is
another way of saying, “What, me
worry?” Humans are gifted with
the amazing capacity to deal with
problems and the accompanying
worry that goes along with it.
Some are better than others when
dealing with such adversity. For
the real lucky ones, the problem
and worry simply go away.

I have the sneaking suspicion
God does not issue building per-
mits for people (and dogs) who go
to heaven. If Snoopy is that wor-
ried he might be in trouble. Linus,
the theologian amongst the cast
of characters in Peanuts, would
be the first to tell people God will
care for him so there is no need to
WOrTy.

As a child, it seemed the big-
gest worry was going to town and
not stepping on a crack in the
sidewalk, for fear of breaking
mother’s back. I sure turned back
the pages on that old tale, didn’t I!
Mom survived, by the way! Hope
that gets me into heaven!

For most of us, we should be
thankful if we are granted admis-
sion to heaven. The alternative is
not very pleasing. For many of us,
dare I say our confidence is not as
secure as Snoopy’s!
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Friendship Centre offers
valuable community service

After watching the
video of the Town of High
Prairie council meeting
Sept. 8, am again feeling
I need to speak out.

The deputy mayor had
an interesting opinion, a
part of his quote was,
“They attract the va-
grants and the homeless
to the downtown -core,
and you can’t have a goal
of supporting the Friend-
ship Centre and a goal of
supporting local busi-
ness at the same time.
Those two items are
counter productive to
one another. The Friend-
ship Centre’s location
hurts our ability to sup-
port businesses in the
downtown core because
of the people that the
Friendship Centre at-
tracts.”

Let’s take the first half
of the first sentence, “va-
grants and the home-
less”. Yes, we have less
fortunate people in our
town. We also have won-
derful organizations who

try to help where they
can. There is a church
who at times provides
lunch. There 1is the
MITAA Centre which is
funded to have a night
shelter for five people.
This includes a bed at
night, pajamas so that
the people can have their
clothes washed and have
a shower. Coffee and a
sandwich when they ar-
rive and when they leave
in the morning. The Cen-
tre has made room for 10.
Remember they are only
funded for five.

Greg at the Hair House
has given haircuts.
That’s an important
thing that can make a
person feel better about
themselves.

The Friendship Centre
is there for them to go to
during the cold winter
days coffee and company.

What, deputy mayor,
has the Town done to
help the less fortunate?
Have you offered up any
ideas?

The next part of the
sentence. Why can you
not help the less fortu-
nate and business?
There are many busi-
nesses on that street.
They arent closing
down. Most are doing
quite well. So, no, that ex-
cuse doesn’t work.

The last sentence, “. ..
the people that the
Friendship Centre at-
tracts.”

Do you mean the
Elders and seniors who
meet there? The ones
who attend for foot care.
The ones who help teach
Cree, Ribbon Skirt mak-
ing, cultural events.
Those people? Or do you
mean the members who
come to visit or take
classes on beading and
pottery, etc.? Maybe you
mean the children not of
the Indigenous -culture
but they are
open-minded enough to
want to learn about peo-
ple in their community.

I’'m very confused by

your sentence. Please
explain.

My question to you is,
have you ever been to the
Friendship Centre?
Have you ever talked
with the workers there?
Have you researched the
fact they have a whole
new board. Have you
been to a meeting to find
out what they are really
about?

If you have not done
any of these things your-
self since it was your
comment, I worry for the
town that they have a
council member who is
willing to make a deci-
sion without all the facts.
Be brave, deputy mayor,
step out of your comfort
zone and find out some-
thing about the town you
are supposed to repre-
sent. The wonderful peo-
ple there will welcome
the chance to show you
around.

Brenda Coulombe,
High Prairie.

Alberta's MLAs among
highest paid in North America

Kris Sims,
Courtesy of Canadian
Taxpayers Federation.

Alberta politicians are
among the highest paid

out of all provinces and
states in North America,
according to a new report
from the Canadian Tax-
payers Federation
(CTP).
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“Alberta MLAs are get-
ting paid more than most
politicians, but taxpayers
aren’t getting top-notch
results,” says Kris Sims,
CTF Alberta director.

“Giving bigger
paycheques to politicians
doesn’t lead to better out-
comes for taxpayers.”

The median Canadian
provincial politician
made more than twice
the salary of the median
American state repre-
sentative at $113,637 and
$45,002 respectively, ac-
cording to the report.

Alberta MLAs were

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
B ARSI =ENGE is looking for a new employee to join
our friendly team. This position would include greeting customers,
receptionist work and would be trained in optical knowledge and
computer system. This is a part-time position.
Located in High Prairie at 4901-51 avenue next door to
South Peace News and Glamour & Gear.
We are an optical/retail dispensary which also arranges eye
examinations at our office for Dr. Shonah Finlay.
If you are interested in a team-orientated workplace,
please apply today by bringing in your resume.

=

HIGH PRAIRIE VISION CENTRE
has been providing customers with the
excellent care they deserve for 44 years.
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paid $123,838, in 2025, the
third highest salary
among Canada’s provin-
cial politicians and the
seventh highest salary of
subnational politicians
across Canada and the
United States.

“In Colorado, which is
almost the same size as
Alberta, state politicians
are paid about $66,000
CAD and people in that
state are richer than they
are here,” said Sims.

The average Albertan
is poorer than the aver-
age American in 19
states, according to per
capita GDP statistics
calculated by economist
Trevor Tombe. Alberta
MLAs are paid more
than politicians in 46
American states.

“Alberta  politicians
take double the pay of
their average American
counterparts while Al-
bertans fight to afford
things like fuel, food and
homes,” Sims said.

“Bigger salaries for
politicians don’t trans-
late into people being
better off and richer in
their province,” she
adds.
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Following is a list of the most read stories on
southpeacenews.com over the last 14 days, effective
Thursday, Sept. 17, 2026.

1. HP RCMP officer
facing multiple charges
[posted Saturday, Sept. 12]

2. HP RCMP seeking public's
assistance in shooting incident
[posted Thursday, Sept. 3]

3. More than horses at Indian Relay Races
[posted Thursday, Sept. 10]

4. Grouard welcomes pumper-rescue truck
[posted Saturday, Sept. 12]

5. Hedibuilt Farms honoured

for 2026 Farm Family Award
[posted Sunday, Sept. 13]

6. Lunch is served!
[posted Friday, Sept. 11]

7. Today's Happenings: Sept. 7, 2026
[posted Sunday, Sept. 6]

8. Wood donated to
HP Fire Department stolen
[posted Friday, Sept. 11]

9. Redistricting proposed for edge of HP
[posted Thursday, Sept. 10]

10. Obituary: Robert Despins
[posted Thursday, Sept. 3]
Be sure to check southpeacenews.com for regular updates
on South Peace News’two-time Canadian Community News-

papers Association award-winning website! More stories,
more photos, more reading, more entertainment!

Thumbs
uUP!

To all the volunteers who coach sports and recre-
ation in the region. Many opportunties for our youth
could not exist if not for the volunteer efforts of our
coaches and people who organize recreation organi-
zations.

Thumbs
DOWN!

To pro athletes making millions of dollars to play a
game and demanding trades and withholding ser-
vices. Be thankful you get paid so much money to
play the game. Maybe they should get a real job!

Letters to the editor policy

South Peace News welcomes readers to write letters to
the editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two initials
with surname and include an address and daytime tele-
phone number. All letters are subject to editing. Please
send letters to South Peace News, Box 1000, High Prairie,
Alta., TOG 1EO, or fax to (780) 523-3039; or please E-mail
to southpeacenews@hotmail.com.
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Kingdom of Heaven

When Jesus hears
John is imprisoned, He
leaves the area of John’s
ministry and returns
north to the area around
the Sea of Galilee and
begins His public minis-
try. The message He
preaches in His public
ministry was: “Repent,
for the kingdom of
heaven is near!” (Mat-
thew 4: 17)

Those familiar with
their Bibles will note this
message Jesus began to
preach is the very same
one that John the Bap-
tist was preaching,.

“In those days John
the Baptist came,
preaching in the desert
of Judea and saying, ‘Re-
pent, for the kingdom of
heaven is near.”” (Mat-
thew 3: 1, 2)

The message of John
and Jesus for the Jewish
nation would have been
clear to them. Turn away
from your sins, because
the long-awaited Mes-
siah is near.

The Greek word for
kingdom is also an ac-
tion. A king rules or
reigns. In the original
Greek, a kingdom means
not just the place where
the king reigns or the
people over whom he
reigns, but also is the
ruling or reigning activ-
ity of the king. When Je-
sus and John say that
“the kingdom of heaven
is near” they are not just
saying the physical king-
dom of heaven is near
but are also saying the
ruling activity of the
kingdom of heaven is
near. The one who rules
in heaven is near.

So for the Jews this
message was very much
about the coming Mes-
siah and His ruling ac-
tivity. It is a message of
utmost urgency. They
were being told to get
ready with urgency, to
prepare themselves, be-
cause what they had
longed for - for genera-
tions — was about to oc-
cur.

Unfortunately for the
Jews they, for the most
part, missed the mes-
sage. For them the rul-
ing activity of their
long-awaited Messiah
was to include over-
throwing the Romans.
They were looking for a
worldly king as their
Messiah and were not
able to see the ruling ac-
tivity of Jesus as their
Messiah.

Over and over in the
Gospels we see the
words or similar words
“Scripture was fulfilled
in Him” yet the Jews did
not see their Messiah or
His ruling actions. In ad-
dition to His preaching

ministry those ruling ac-
tions also included heal-
ing the sick, raising the
dead, and driving out de-
mons. By these actions
Jesus demonstrated His
authority over death, Sa-
tan, and disease. Yet, for
the most part, the Jews
and in particular their
leaders did not see the
Kingdom of Heaven, that
is the kingdom of their
long-awaited Messiah, in
their midst.

The Jews paid a terri-
ble price for not recog-
nizing Jesus and His rul-
ing activity. Jesus
Himself prophesied
what that price would
be.

“The days will come
upon you when your ene-
mies will build an em-
bankment against you
and encircle you and
hem you in on every
side. They will dash you
to the ground, you and
the children within your
walls. They will not leave
one stone on another, be-
cause you did not recog-
nize the time of God’s
coming to you.” (Luke
19:43 & 44)

We know this proph-
ecy was fulfilled in 70AD
when the Romans came
and destroyed Jerusa-
lem and the temple.
They burned the temple
and tore the walls of the
city and temple down.
So, the Jews paid a terri-
ble price for missing the
Messiah and not recog-
nizing His ruling activity.
Their temple has not
been rebuilt to this day,
and so their system of
sacrifice, which was so
essential to their wor-
ship, has also not re-
sumed.

That is not unplanned
by God, not an accident.
That system of sacrifices
became redundant after
Jesus Christ became the
ultimate sacrifice as the
Lamb of God. Jesus will-
ingly gave His life as
payment for our sin. No
sacrifice for payment of
sin was required there-
after.

However, the fact the
Jews did not recognize
their Messiah proved to
be a great benefit to the
rest of the world. Be-
cause the Jews rejected
their Messiah, the Gen-
tiles have been evange-
lized and now make up
the vast majority of

Inspiration

Rev.

Terry Goerz,
Redeemer
Lutheran Church.

those now in the
Kingdom of Heaven here
on earth.

“Rather, because of
their transgression, sal-
vation has come to the
Gentiles to make Israel
envious. But if their
transgression means
riches for the world, and
their loss means riches
for the Gentiles.”
(Romans 11: 11b & 12)

We, as the Gentiles, or
non-Jews, have had the
Gospel preached to us
because the Jews re-
jected and did not recog-
nize their Messiah. They
were looking for a
worldly king, not a suf-
fering servant.

As Christians, we
need to realize this mes-
sage of John and Jesus
was not just for the
Jews, it was and is an
eternal message. It is as
important and urgent for
us today as it was 2,000
years ago. Repent for
the Kingdom of Heaven
is near.

Sadly, many today also
do not recognize the rul-
ing activity of Jesus.
They see no reason to
repent since they do not
recognize the sin in their
lives they inherited from
Adam or the sin that is
daily in their lives. They
live for this world only
and like the Jews who
did not recognize their
Messiah, will miss the
resurrection we all look
forward to that results in
life eternal.

Pray for those around
you in this blind state
and witness to them the
desire of God “who
wants all men to be
saved and to come to a
knowledge of the truth.”
(1 Timothy 2:4)

We have that knowl-
edge and have been
commissioned to share
it.

Blessings!

High Prairie, McLennan,

o = Falher, Tangent,
Community,Church | Eaglesham, Donnelly,
nirectony St. Isidore, Girouxville

McLennan Victory Life Church
Pastor: Todd & Emma Moore
Sunday Service: 10:00 a.m. Children Service: 10:00 a.m.
Friday Night Youth Group: 7:00 p.m.
Office Hours: M-T 8:30 a.m.-Noon
Email: office@mclennanvictory.com

010 Railway Ave., McLennan, AB

Phone: 780-324-3039

Website:
www.mclennanvictory.com

McLennan United Church/High Prairie United Church
020 - 2nd Ave (Behind Home Hardware), McLennan, AB
Sunday Church Service: 10:00 a.m. Presiders: The whole people of God.
Come join us for Worship & Fellowship. Visitors & new members are welcome.
Phone: (780) 324-3771 or (780) 324-3688

Redeemer Lutheran Church 5105 53 Ave. (Hwy 2), High Prairie, AB
Riverside Plaza beside Subway. Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.
Reverend Terry Goerz Phone: 780-523-7656

Milestone Christian Church 5105 53 Ave. (Hwy 2), High Prairie, AB
Riverside Plaza beside Subway. Saturday Worship: 6:00 p.m.
\ Pastor Val Orena ~ Phone: 780-906-6855

A Filipino-International Christ-Loving Community

Newlife Church  5026-51 Avenue, High Prairie, AB
Two doors west of HP Bottle Depot.

Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Doug Isaac  Phone: 780-523-7146

newlife

CHURCH

HIGH PRAIRIE

St. Paul’s Catholic Church  4633-52 Ave., High Prairie, AB
Saturday Mass: 7:00 p.m. Sunday Mass: 10:30 a.m.
2nd & 4th Sunday of the month Mass at J.B. Woods
(5101 38 Street) 3:30 p.m. Phone: 780-523-3140

High Prairie Church of the Nazarene 4900 59th Ave, High Prairic

d Sunday Church: 11:00 a.m.  Tuesday Prayer Meeting: 7:00 p.m.

via ZOOM or in-person
Phone: 403-928-5999 pastortracystewart@gmail.com

St. Mark’s Anglican Church 4701 - 53 Ave,, High Prairic, AB
Sunday Service: 11:00 a.m.
Pleasantview Lodge (4600 Pleasantview Dr):1st & 4th Sunday
McLennan every 3rd Sunday: 2:30 p.m.
Colleen Greer Phone: 780-523-6323

High Prairie Victory Life Church
4915-52 Ave., High Prairie, AB

Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Phil Lutton  Phone: 780-523-3398
Email: hpvictorylife@gmail.com

www.hpvle.com

Paroisse Notre Dame de Lourdes 4904-50 Ave., Girouxville, AB
Father Hansel Nwachukwuoji, SMMM
Phone: 780-323-4268  Email: girouxvilleparish@gmail.com Y

Girouxville Sunday mass @ 10:30 a.m.
Daily mass: Monday, Tuesday & Saturday @ 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday @ 7:00 p.m.

Tangent - St. Martyrs des Canadiens and Eaglesham - St. Francois Xavier
alternate Saturday and Sunday masses. Sunday masses: 9:00 a.m.
Saturday masses: winter @ 4:00 p.m.

summer @ 7:00 p.m.

Please contact Father Hansel for more information: 780-323-4268

Paroisse Ste Anne Parish 1 Ave. SE, Falher, AB

Mass for the month of: SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER

Saturday: 5:00 p.m. St. Isidore - St. Isidore
Sunday: 11:00 a.m. Sacre Coeur - Donnelly
Sunday:  9:30 am. Sainte Anne - Falher Facebook page:
Paroisse
Ste Anne Parish

Fr. Jean-Cornelis Nkuanga Phone: 780-837-2151

To list your church in the church directory in print and online at
southpeacenews.com and smokyriverexpress.com
Phone: 780 523-4484 or Email: sales@citylive.com




Do you support Donald
Trump?

It has to be said, we
people are like fish,
sheep, birds or wolves.
We like to run in schools,
flocks, or packs. So we of-
ten surround ourselves
with like-minded people.
You don't often see a
bunch of sheep hanging
around with some wolves

do you?
Which means if we
don't like Trump,

chances are almost all
the people we associate
with also don't like
Trump. And if we do like
Trump — well — the same
thinking applies.

The interesting thing
here is, most of “adults”
in the room are experi-
enced enough in living
we know to keep our
mouths shut around peo-
ple we don't know. So un-
less we are in comfort-
able surroundings and
surrounded by people we
know are like-minded,
that’'s exactly what we
do. Keep the yap zipped!

Unless, of course, we
are some place where we
want to make a state-
ment, like in a public
meeting!

With that in mind, it
now has to be said,
Trump is starting to act
like that grumpy senior
citizen, male or female
relative, who thinks ev-
erybody shares their
opinions, no matter what
those opinions are or
how stupid they are. And
if people don't share
them? Well, those people
are just nuts, stupid and
don't deserve anybody’s
time. Probably shouldn’'t
be in the pack either.

Sounds like Trump
these days?

Yup! Not wise because
of hisyears. Not willing to

admit he doesn’'t know
everything. Not even
kind of age-related for-
getful and well-meaning,
but accidentally hurtful.

Nope!

This guy is turning into
the old gas bag more and
more people don't want
anything to do with. Don-
ald, we might love you
and so much of what you
have done. But please,
get over yourself. Slow
down and stop making
enemies in the world. Es-
pecially in Canada. You
have enough losers and
enemies right at home to
deal with. You don’t have
to go out looking to make
new ones.

It doesn't make you
look smart. Fighting with
your friends, and people
who used to be your
friends, doesn't make you
look tough and smart. It
makes you look stupid.
Really, really stupid!

EE I I S

Speaking of grumpy
people, we were standing
in along lineup years ago
in Hawaii. A mean-look-
ing dowager (look that up
if you don't know what a
dowager is) was com-
plaining loudly to what
looked like her younger,
age 40-something or so,
relatives, and their chil-
dren, who were all with
her.

“Look at this place! I
can remember when this
used to be nice little
ice-cream stand when it
first opened after we
moved here. Now look at
the lineup. It takes for-
ever and prices are way
up. There should be a law
against so many tourists
coming here and just
making life miserable for
the rest of us.”

We always think of this
when people talk about
new ideas in our commu-
nities. New buildings.
New businesses. New
roads. New subdivisions
and new people coming.
But there is always
somebody wanting to
complain. Some reasons
are good. Some are bad.

But if things are going
to turnout so bad, keepin
mind baseball catcher

and eventual manager
with the New York Yan-
kees, Yogi Berra. When a
group was heading out
for lunch one day and de-
ciding where to go, one
suggestion was shot
down by Yogi: “Nah, no-
body goes there any
more. It’s too busy!”

EE S I S i S

Remember when it
was all about global
warming?  Genetically
modified organism
crops? Vaccines? Com-
munists under every
bed?

Gosh, hard to believe
somebody with years un-
der her belt even wanted
to complain about an ice
cream stand, as above.
These days it's wind
farms, solar farms, data
centers and of course,
nuclear plants!

All'in all, its all just an-
other day at the office.
Same stuff. Different
pile. Let’'s also keep in
mind, despite there being
a nuclear power plant in
New Brunswick for de-
cades which most resi-
dents don't mind at all,
people there can be
counted on tocome outin
hordes the minute some-
one wants to build a natu-
ral gas pipeline some-
place in that province.

EE I I S i S

“l was talking to our
granddaughter the other
day. She had The
Weather Channel on the
TV, right in the middle of
the afternoon. She didn't
smile at all when | said
we had something like
that in the old days. We
called it a ‘window.” -
Grandma Smithers

EE I I I i S

“There sure is a lot of
blabbering these days
about ‘stress in the work-
place.” In my day, we
went to work even if we
had an ear hanging off, or
were wrapped in ban-
dages head to toe and
needed a wheelchair. If
we ever told anybody we
‘felt under pressure emo-
tionally’ we would be
bundled up and locked
away in a secure unit for
the rest of our lives.” —
Grandpa Jonesy

R I e e S

Where the idea came
from to save old bridges
around Alberta and make
use of them in some way
has turned out to be one
of the smartest ideas to
come down the road in a
long, long time.

Examples are many
around our region. One of
them, for many people
unaware, is the old
bridge across the chan-
nel which connects Buf-
falo Bay to Lesser Slave
Lake on Highway 750 just
south of Grouard.

Decades ago a new
bridge was built. The old
bridge was turned into a
pedestrian bridge,
mainly so it could be used
as it always was used -
even just after it was
built: A great place to
drop a fishing line into
the water and do your
best. No boat needed. No
park pass or resort pass.
No crowding on a dock.
No standing on a shore
and trying to get your
lure out into deep water.

Sure, alittle bit difficult
bringing a fish up. But all
in all, not a bad experi-
ence at all!

And very well-used!

EE I I S

Now comes an idea to
put a roof over a portion
of the bridge. Anglers can
spend an afternoon or
evening rain or shine if
the idea comes to reality.

The Page likes it! Of
course, this being prog-
ress, next thing you
know, portable toilets.
Electricity. Running wa-
ter.  Heaters. Wind-
breaks, walls and maybe
bug screens.

And, oh yes! Engineer-
ing studies. Insurance.
Tenders for construction.
Then maybe  some
guides keeping track of
who belongs to which
spot. A concession stand.
Street sweepers and
wandering musicians.

Well, maybe we are
getting ahead of our-
selves. But isn’t progress
wonderful?

Best part is, the bridge
itself is already right
there. You can go fishing
right now. Rain or shine!

South Peace News, Wednesday, September 23, 2026

Weekly
Horoscope

Aries —March 21 — April 20: It is time to be on the
lookout for fresh financial opportunities! Set new
goals for yourself, and put your finances at the top of
your priority list!

Taurus — April 21 — May 21: Do not bother attract-
ing people through false advertising! Instead, be au-
thentic and you will find you garner much more at-
tention and adoration!

Gemini — May 22 — June 21: The universe is try-
ing to send you cues this week! But you will only re-
ceive these cues if you keep your eyes and ears
open! Things may not be what they seem!

Cancer — June 22 — July 22: If you want others to
open up, you have to start the conversation by shar-
ing something from your heart as well! Make an ef-
fort to be more open in the days ahead!

Leo — July 23 — Aug. 23: This week you have the
strength and motivation to accomplish your goals!
You will sigh with relief when everything gets ac-
complished on time and in order!

Virgo — Aug. 24 — Sept. 22: You have a green
light to spoil yourself this week! It is not something
you do often, so let loose a little bit and splurge on
some luxuries!

Libra — Sept. 23 — Oct. 23: A dear friend or rela-
tive could use your support right now! Offer a help-
ing hand or even a shoulder to cry on so this special
person knows you are there to help!

Scorpio — Oct. 24 — Nov. 22: Make an effort to be
a social butterfly in the week ahead! This will
quench your thirst to be around others! Do not be
afraid to reconnect with old friends!

Sagittarius — Nov. 23 — Dec. 21: This is a great
week to establish a financial strategy that fits into
your lifestyle! If this involves revisiting your profes-
sional ambitions, then so be it!

Capricorn—Dec. 22 — Jan. 20: Do not be afraid to
shake things up a bit this week! You may not have
time to mince words, so do not hesitate to get to the
point! Others will appreciate your candor!

Aguarius — Jan. 21 — Feb. 18: It is time to be your
own teacher and become an expert in any subject
you desire! Start doing your research and you may
be surprised at the discoveries!

Pisces — Feb. 19 — March 20: This week you
might start seeing a platonic pal in a more amorous
way! The affinity you share may be the foundation
for a great relationship!

Celebrity
Birthday Calendar
Date Celebrity Claim to Fame Year
Sept. 23 Augustus Caesar 1st Roman Emperor 63BC
Sept. 23 Kublai Khan Mongol Emperor 1215
Sept. 23 Ray Charles American Singer/Pianist 1930
Sept. 23 Bruce Springsteen Born in the USA Singer 1949
Sept. 24 Arthur Guinness Irish Brewer 1725
Sept. 24 Georges Claude  Neon Light Inventor 1870
Sept. 24 Audra Lindley Three’s Company Actress 1918
Sept. 24 Jim Henson Muppets Creator 1936
Sept. 25 lan Tyson Canadian Singer 1933
Sept. 25 Anson Williams Happy Days Actor 1949
Sept. 25 Christopher Reeve Superman Actor 1952
Sept. 25 Will Smith Men in Black Actor 1968
Sept. 26 John Chapman aka Johnny Appleseed 1774
Sept. 26 Donna Douglas Beverly Hillbillies Actress 1933
Sept. 26 Winnie Mandela  Anti-Apartheid Activist 1936
Sept. 26 Olivia Newton-John Grease Actress/Singer 1948
Sept. 27 Thomas Nast Santa Claus Cartoonist 1840
Sept. 27 William Conrad Matt Dillon Radio Voice 1920
Sept. 27 Randy Bachman  BTO Musician 1943
Sept. 27 Meat Loaf Bat Out of Hell Singer 1947
Sept. 27 Avril Lavigne Canadian Singer 1984
Sept. 28 Confucius Chinese Philosopher 551BC
Sept. 28 Thomas Crapper  Owned World’s 1st Toilet 1836
Sept. 28 Ed Sullivan TV Variety Show Host 1901
Sept. 28 Naomi Watts King Kong Actress 1968
Sept. 29 Laslo6 Josef Bird Ballpoint Pen Inventor 1899
Sept. 29 Gene Autry The Gene Autry Show 1907
Sept. 29 Jerry Lee Lewis Whole Lotta Shakin’ Singer 1935
Sept. 29 Larry Linville M*A*S*H Actor 1939
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