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Peace River appoints new CAO

Emily Plihal
Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

(Peace River) - Town
of Peace River an-
nounced its newly ap-
pointed Chief Adminis-
trative Officer at a spe-
cial meeting on Aug. 31.

Council officially hired
Kayla Parsons as its
newest CAO. Mayor
Shelly Shannon says the
team is happy to move
Parsons into this role,
noting that she has been
a strong member of the
administrative team for
a number of years.

“Ms. Parsons has
been a valued member
of our organization for
the past four vyears,
bringing with her a
strong understanding of
both our municipality
and the region,” says
Mayor Shannon. “Dur-
ing that time, she has
continued to grow pro-
fessionally, earning her
CLGM (certified local
government manager)
designation while serv-
ing in Legislative Ser-
vices.

Parsons was born and
raised in Grimshaw,
Mayor Shannon says

Kayla Parsons

this helps her bring the
added advantage being
truly rooted in the Peace
Region.

“We are very fortu-
nate to have exceptional
local talent with the
skills, education and re-
gional knowledge
needed to help lead our

organization forward,”
says Shannon. “Her ap-
pointmentis also a great
example of what can
happen when we recog-
nize and develop tal-
ented people from
within our own organi-
zation and our own re-
gion.”

Parsons says she is
excited to take on the
new role and is eager to
help council forge the
path they’ve set.

“Being entrusted with
the role of CAO is both
an honour and a respon-
sibility that | do not take
lightly,” says Parsons.
“This position gives me
the opportunity to work
alongside council and
lead our talented staff
team as they continue to
make a meaningful dif-
ference in our commu-
nity.”

Parsons says she is
excited to help keep up
the momentum that the
Peace River team has
built.

“In  the last few
months, we’ve seen key
infrastructure projects
completed to improve
day-to-day life for resi-
dents, like new side-
walks and refreshed
paving,” Parsons says.
“We've also been mak-
ing improvements be-
hind the scenes to our
internal processes to en-
hance service delivery
for residents, and we are
proactively planning for
2027 and beyond. My fo-
cus will be on continuing

that work, supporting
council’s priorities, and
ensuring the town is
well-positioned to capi-
talize on future eco-
nomic development op-
portunities.”

Mayor Shannon says
that Parsons has ex-
celled in her role in Leg-
islative Services, giving
council extreme confi-
dence in her ability to
navigate the Peace
River organization and
that Parsons demon-
strated changes they
were seeking.

“Kayla is not afraid to
think outside the box,”
says Shannon. “She
brings a creative, solu-
tions-focused mindset
and, rather than accept-
ing no as the immediate
answer, she looks for an-
other way forward. Hav-
ing grown up in this re-
gion, she has real skinin
the game. This is her
community too, and that
connection is reflected
in the strong sense of ac-
countability and respon-
sibility she brings to her
work.”

Parsons officially
started her tenure as
Chief Administrative Of-
ficer on Sept. 1.

Wood donated to High Prairie

Richard Froese
South Peace News

(High Prairie) — High
Prairie Fire Depart-
ment has lost a valuable
donation to a theft in the
last week of August, al-
though it does not in-
volve emergency equip-
ment.

Wood products, in-
cluding oriented strand
board (OSB), donated
for the fire department’s
training facility by the
High Prairie Airport,
were stolen sometime
on Aug. 27 or early Aug.
28, fire chief David
Martinson says.

“We noticed it Friday

morning,” Martinson
says.

“There were fresh wet
tire tracks.

“The locks were cut,
they backed up and took

the whole lift of OSB and
the lumber.”

He says the theft is a
concern.

“It's sad,” Martinson
says.

“Theft is a growing
problem in the area.”

The OSB that was
taken was rejected ma-
terial and does not meet
the required standards
for structural or build-
ing purposes, says a fire
department news re-
lease.

It was donated specifi-
cally for use at the train-
ing facility, where it can
be used for safety and
training props and exer-
cises.

Materials should not
be used for construc-
tion, structural applica-
tions or building pur-
poses.

“The materials were

generously donated by
local businesses to help
us improve our training
facility and provide
better training to our
firefighters,” the release
states.

“The locks were
cut, they backed
up and took the
whole lift of OSB
and the lumber.”

“Itis extremely disap-
pointing to see dona-
tions intended to benefit
our fire department and
our community taken in
this way.”

The theft was re-
ported Aug. 28 to the

High Prairie RCMPR
S/Sgt. Jason Barber
says.

“This a big impact to

fire department stolen

the fire department as it
impacts their ability to
keep their skills updated
for any emergency situ-
ation in the community,”
Barber says.

Closed-circuit televi-
sion surveillance video
did not show who the
suspects were, he notes.

The fire department
values various dona-
tions from the commu-
nity.

“Thank you to the
businesses and commu-
nity members who con-
tinue to support the
High Prairie Fire De-
partment,” the release
says.

The fire department
also welcomes any tips
about the incident.

“If anyone has any in-
formation regarding
this theft, saw anything
suspicious around the

training  facility or
knows where these ma-
terials may have gone
to, we would greatly ap-
preciate you reaching
out,” the release states.

“Any information, no
matter how small, could
help.”

Contact the fire de-
partment by phone at
(780) 523-3525 or (780)
523-7733 or e.mail to
firechief@highprairie.c
a.

Anyone with informa-
tion on the incident is
also requested to phone
High Prairie RCMP at
(780) 523-3370 or report
tips anonymously to
Crime Stoppers by
phone at (1-800)
222-TIPS (8477) or online
a t
www.crimestoppers.ab.
caoron

www.p3tips.com.
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WHOLESALE
MARKET

Prices effective
Sept 10-16, 2026

$4,

Open Monday to Satu rday

100% Canadian Owned
High Prairie, AB
4920-53 avenue

Campbell’'s Soup
Tomato, Cream of
Mushroom, Chicken
Noodile, or Vegetable

9a.m-8 p.m.

Sunday - 10 a.m. -5 p.m.

Sapporo
ichiban
Noodles

100G

$882%g

" orCentre Cut Roast

' CutIn-storeby

" Your Local Butcher :Sae
- Value Pack '
: Ralsetl ln \mastern Canada Espiehy

RAISED jy

¢ _

-Geg;e,co.

N .

Dalryland Butter

454 g

m;::; N
D,
ECANADA

.l B

Folgers Coffee

$18 o

Kraft
Peanut Butter

$11 =

Betty Crocker
Hamburger or
Tuna Helper

2 FOR

158- 235 g

*
Lookmg for additional suvmgs"

Check our Facebook page ‘
for limited time offers. .
% —

w» Scan the QR here to get
our flyer in your inbox.
— "_M

Raspberries
or Blackberries

Produce of USA
540 g

Pillsbury
Pizza Pops

$3

Package of 4

or Toaster
Strudel Pastries
Package of 6,
Frozen

Kellogg's
 Family Cereal

$6

480 - 650 g
Select Varieties  +

Philadelphia
Dips
227 9
Select varieties

$2

Kraft Singles

Bathroom
Tissue

$10

MADE Iy

Co-op Gold
Cheese

N/ SAVE!
eve'y aay

saving is easy when you can

SAVE ! every day.

The Grocery People will, wherever possible, fulfill oll orders. Wie reserve the
right te Bmit quantities on preducts ordered ond have sel maximum order
limits to ensure every store receives odequate inventory. We opolegize for
any inconvenience coused by any shortages. The Grocery People®, SUPER A
FOODS® and BIGWAY FOODS®, Wholesale Markel stores make svery efiart
1o supply sufficiently advertised merchandise to meet your needs. However,
due to circumstances beyond our control, some ibems may be out of stock.
Due to the size of $ome The Grocery People. SUPER A FOODS and BIGWAY
FOODDS stores. a complate line of adverticed lems may nol be corried. Errors.
sometimes con occur. When an error is discoversd, o correction notice will be
posted in stores to bring the erros to your attention. Images ane for iilustrative

purpedes and may differ Irom actual products advertised. Some illustnations
are serving suggestions anly.

*All Fresh In Store items including meat_ bakery and deli. may net be available
o all locations. Please check in store lor availability GST is extra where
applicable

Package of 12
Triple Rolls or
Ultra or
Sponge Towels
UitraPRO
Package of 4

or Cheez Whiz
450 g

or Philadelphia
Cream Cheese
227-25049

$3

Package of 6

*"Plus Depasit, Levies or Envine Charges Where Applicable.
MADE Iy
The Grocery People, TGP design, Super A Foads, BIGWAY Foods and design,
Co-op and detign, Ca-op Centaibles, Market Tawn, Cane + and design, Lucky
Dragon and design and Co-op Gold Pure are trademarks of Federated
Ca-operatives Limited. Saskatoon, Sask, STK 3M9.

Co-0p Mini Cucumbers
Greenhouse Grown

Produce of Western Canada
Canada No. 1 > 2

Co-op Gold
Chicken, Beef, or Pork
Entrées

Pepsi Products*
2 FOR

$9

600 - 650 g 6 X710 mL

Frozen
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Big Lakes County Fire Services welcomed a new pumper-rescue fire truck to
its fleet for the Grouard fire hall. Left-right, are Colin Penner, of Sea Hawk Ser-
vice, firefighters Trent Mindel, Brandon Cardinal, Melvin Goulet, Grouard
Councillor Rob Porter, firefighter Herman Sutherland Jr., Ron Vanderzwaag, of
Sea Hawk, and Big Lakes fire chief Jason Cottingham.

Grouard welcomes
pumper-rescue truck

Richard Froese
South Peace News

(Grouard) - Big Lakes
County Fires Services
welcomed a new
pumper-rescue truck to
the Grouard fire district.

Approved by council
as part of the 2024 bud-
get, the new truck re-
places a 22-year-old
truck serving Grouard,
states a Big Lakes news
release dated Aug. 26.

The new truck arrived
Aug. 26, Big Lakes fire
chief Jason Cottingham
says.

“On behalf of Big
Lakes County Fire Ser-
vices, I thank council for
its support in making
this addition to our fleet
possible,” Cottingham
says.

“This new truck is
part of our strategy to
replace aging equip-
ment with a more-versa-
tile vehicle that offers
multi-purpose capabili-
ties.

“This not only im-
proves our operational
efficiency, but also re-

duces our reliance on
specialized units, ulti-
mately enhancing our
response times and ca-
pacity.”

Manufactured by
Acres Industries at
Wawanesa, Manitoba,
the new truck has ca-
pacity to carry 800 gal-
lons of water and is
equipped with modern
firefighting and rescue
equipment to improve
firefighter safety, re-
sponse capabilities, and
operational fficiency ,
he says.

Designed to be versa-
tile, the truck can re-
spond to wildland fires,
structure fires and a
range of others emer-
gency situations.

After more than two
years from order to de-
livery, the new appara-
tus is expected to serve
the Grouard fire district
for 20 years, he notes.

The new truck reflects
the county’s ongoing
commitment to invest in
public safety and emer-
gency response while
ensuring its fire ser-

vices team has modern
and reliable equipment.
Reeve Tyler Airth
says council is commit-
ted to protect citizens
and properties in emer-
gency situations.
“Investing in our fire
services is an invest-
ment in the safety of our

communities,” Airth
says.

“This new
pumper-rescue truck

gives our firefighters the
equipment they need to
respond to a wide range
of mergencies.

“We appreciate the
work of our fire services
team and council’s con-
tinued commitment to
ensuring our communi-
ties have the resources
they need when it mat-
ters most.”

Big Lakes fire service
is actively recruiting for
more firefighters.

Those interested may
contact deputy fire chief
Luci Martinson by
phone at (780) 523-1547
or e-mail
deputyfirechief@biglak
escounty.ca.

Berwyn holds by-election

Emily Plihal
Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

(Berwyn) -  With-
drawal period for Village
of Berwyn’s 2026 Munici-
pal Dby-election has
closed, with two candi-
dates officially submit-
ting their names to seek
election for one vacant
Councillor position.

In accordance with Al-
berta’s Local Authori-
ties Election Act, the
submission of two
names will trigger an
election to determine
who will fill the position.
The two individuals who
have put their names
forward include Edward
Lock and Kenneth
Montie.

Advance voting will

take place September
14-18, 2026, from 10:00
a.m. to0 4:00 p.m. Election
Day is Monday, Septem-
ber 21, 2026, with polls
open from 10:00 a.m. to
8:00 p.m. All voting will
take place at the Berwyn
Agriculture Hall.

“It’s always been a
privilege to serve on
council,” says Mayor
Nicole Johnson, who
says she understands
this feeling all too well
after being voted for
twice. “It shows the
community has trust in
you; it also holds us ac-
countable to make sure
that we are doing what
we can to help make our
community the best it
can be. You need to show
up, listen, and make de-
cisions that are in the

best interest of your mu-
nicipality whether it’s
good or bad, easy or
hard.”

The Village of Berwyn
thanks both candidates
for stepping forward and
for their willingness to
serve their community.
Johnson says putting
one’s name forward for
Council is an important
commitment, and the
village appreciates the
interest in  helping
shape the future of
Berwyn.

“I think it’s important
that residents show up
to vote not only to show
they’re interested in
their community but to
also have a say in who is

representing them,”
says Johnson.
Cont. on page 9
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Wednesday, September 9

International Day to Protect Education From Attack!

9 a.m. — M.D. of Smoky River meets in Falher in council chambers.

10 — 11 a.m. — Storytime at HP Municipal Library. (Ages 2-5 Years with Parent)

10 a.m. — Big Lakes County meets in High Prairie in council chambers.

10 a.m. — Noon — HP CRC Baby & Me program for children 0-12 months.

Noon — Grouard Seniors Lunch at Grouard Northland School Elder’'s Room.

12:30 — 5:30 p.m. — Marigold Farmers Market in HP at 4724- 53 — Ave.

1:30 p.m. — Play Floor Curling at HP Golden Age Centre, 4824-53 Ave. $1 coffee charge.
5:30 p.m. — Play bingo at Kinuso Ag Hall. Pre-call 6:30 p.m., regular games at 6:45 p.m.
6:30 p.m. — Town of McLennan meets in in council chambers.

7 p.m. — Drop-In Beanbag/Cornhole at Joussard Community Association Hall. $2 fee.

7 p.m. — Village of Girouxville meets in in council chambers.

7 p.m. — Town of Falher meets in in council chambers.

7 p.m. — AA meetings at Grouard in Brown Building behind Kapawe’no Hall #55.

7 p.m. — Faust Silver & Gold meeting at Faust Hall.

7 p.m. — Work bee at Pioneer Threshermans Association grounds at Triangle.

7 — 8 p.m. — Outdoor Concert Series at Cecil Thompson Park: featuring They Call Me Sir.
7:30 p.m. — Play cribbage at Joussard Homesteaders Hall.

Thursday, September 10

International Makeup Day!

World Suicide Prevention Day!

10 a.m. — Noon — HP CRC Bright Beginnings program for children 0-6 years.

1 -2 p.m. — Join Walk & Talk at Falher Smoky River Community Hall. Bring clean shoes! $2 fee.
1:30 p.m. — Play Mah Jong at HP Golden Age Club.

2 — 3 p.m. — Bumble Buddies at Falher Library for children 0-5 years and caregivers.

6 p.m. — Narcotics Anonymous meetings in High Prairie at 4919- 51 Ave.

7 p.m. — Drop-In Pickleball at Joussard JCA Hall. $2 fee. Beanbag toss if enough interest.

7 p.m. — Play Bridge at HP Golden Age Centre, 4824-53 Ave. $1 coffee charge.

Friday, September 11

10 a.m. — Kinuso Seniors Coffee Time at Kinuso Seniors Centre. New members welcome.
1:30 p.m. — Enjoy whist games at the HP Golden Age Centre, 4824-53 Ave. $1 coffee charge.
7:30 p.m. — High Prairie AA chapter meets at HP Church of the Nazarene.

Saturday, September 12

National Day of Encouragement!

Sunday, September 13

National Bald is Beautiful Day!

Grandparents’ Day!

International Chocolate Day!

Attend the church of your choice.

1:30 p.m. — Enjoy cribbage games at the HP Golden Age Centre, 4824-53 Ave. $1 coffee charge.
6:30 p.m. — Enilda & District Society for Recreation and Culture meeting at Bowling Alley.

Monday, September 14

1 -3 p.m. — Crib & Cards Social at Multi-Plex Building at Spruce Point Park. Snacks provided.
1:30 p.m. — Play Mah Jong at Joussard Homesteaders Hall.

2 — 4 p.m. — HP Municipal Library Teen Game and Lego Drop-In (13-17 years).

3:30 — 5:30 p.m. — HP CRC After-School Program (8-12 Years) at HP Children’s Resource Centre.
5 p.m. — Town of Peace River council meets in council chambers.

7 p.m. — Drop-In Beanbag/Cornhole at Joussard Community Association Hall. $2 fee.

7 p.m. — Ladies Time Out at Kinuso Seniors Centre.

7 p.m. — Joussard Community Association meeting upstairs at JA Hall.

7:30 p.m. — High Prairie AA chapter meets at HP Church of the Nazarene.

Tuesday, September 15

International Day of Democracy!

International Dot Day!

10 a.m. — Noon — Drop-In Coffee at HP Golden Age Club.

1 p.m. — High Prairie School Division meets at HP Learning Centre.

1 p.m. — Kinuso Seniors Coffee Time at Kinuso Seniors Centre. New members welcome.

1 -2 p.m. — Join Walk & Talk at Falher Smoky River Community Hall. Bring clean shoes! $2 fee.
1 —4 p.m. — Senior Drop-In at HP Native Friendship Centre 4919-51 Ave.

7 p.m. — Whist games at Big Meadow Hall north of Enilda. Stella Sware at (780) 523-2009.

7 p.m. — Drop-In Pickleball at Joussard JCA Hall. $2 fee. Beanbag toss if enough interest.

Wednesday, September 16

National Guacamole Day!

10 — 11 a.m. — Storytime at HP Municipal Library. (Ages 2-5 Years with Parent)

10 a.m. — Noon — HP CRC Baby & Me program for children 0-12 months.

Noon — Grouard Seniors Lunch at Grouard Northland School Elder’'s Room.

1:30 p.m. — Play Floor Curling at HP Golden Age Centre, 4824-53 Ave. $1 coffee charge.
4 — 7 p.m. — Peace River Job Fair at Riverdrive Mall.

5:30 p.m. — Play bingo at Kinuso Ag Hall. Pre-call 6:30 p.m., regular games at 6:45 p.m.
7 p.m. — Drop-In Beanbag/Cornhole at Joussard Community Association Hall. $2 fee.

7 .m.— AA meetings at Grouard in Brown Building behind Kapawe’'no Hall #55.

7 p.m. — Faust Silver & Gold meeting at Faust Hall.

7 p.m. — Work bee at Pioneer Threshermans Association grounds at Triangle.

7:30 p.m. — Play cribbage at Joussard Homesteaders Hall.

Thursday, September 17

World Patient Safey Day!
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A trip down memory lane

Looking =¢
BaCklll Sept. 9

Sept. 9, 1970: South Peace News publishes a
story on Grouard Constituent MLA Roy Ells, who
announces he wll not seek re-election in the next
provincial election due to personal business plans.

Sept. 9, 1970: South Peace News announces three
seats will be vacant during Town of High Prairie
council elections this fall. Councillors Jack Sanders
and Dr. Phil Rutter’s terms expire, while Annah Holt
announces she is not seeking re-election.

Sept. 9, 1972: Arne Fevang catches a 15 1/2-pound
jackfish at Whitefish Lake.

Sept. 9, 1972: High Prairie’s Rodney Cox reports
to the New York Rangers training camp. He played
with the Medicine Hat Tigers and was chosen Best
Defenceman in their playoff series.

Sept. 9, 1981: South Peace News reports Bev
Matthews opens a hair shop in the SAAN Mall in
High Prairie.

Sept. 9, 1985: Community groups in High Prairie
hold a meeting and plan to build a bingo hall. The
meeting is in response to the owner of Grande Prai-
rie’s Winners Circle Bingo Hall expressing the same
desire.

Sept. 9, 1985: Roger Monahan opens Monahan
Ford Sales in High Prairie.

Sept. 9, 1985: Tackwondo instructor Albert Clow
meets with 64 interested students at High Prairie
Elementary School in regard to starting a junior
taekwondo program.

Sept. 9, 1987: South Peace News reports Indian
bands in the High Prairie area request the Indian
Health Care Commission to investigate complaints
of services and treatment at the hospital and health
clinic.

Sept. 9, 1990: High Prairie Mayor Rollie Johnson
decides to not seek re-election.

Sept. 9, 1997: Craig Bissell challenges the legality
of the High Prairie library board before it begins its
first meeting. Reps go home instead of arguing the
issue.

Sept. 9, 1998: South Peace News reports at least
30,000 waterfowl die during an avian botulism out-
break at Kimiwan Lake.

Sept. 9, 1998: The M.D. of Big Lakes council says
it is a waste of money to change its name to the
County of Big Lakes.

Sept. 9, 1998: The Town of High Prairie limits
residents to four pets per household, provided only
two of them are dogs.

Sept. 9, 1998: High Prairie town council hears the
post office may restrict access due to vandalism.

Sept. 9, 2011: The DVD Store re-opens in its new
location at 4838 — 51 Ave. in High Prairie across from
RONA.

Sept. 9, 2012: The two-day High Prairie Trade
Show called Expo 2012 concludes. Over 1,000 people
attend and over 100 booths sold. Organizers hail it a
success.

Sept. 9, 2019: A soaring deficit to run the Peace
River Airport worries Peace River town council.

Sept. 9, 2020: Long-time Village of Girouxville
Councillor Carmen Ewing resigns after serving al-
most 25 years.

Sept. 9, 2020: Big Lakes County agrees to add
Kinuso volunteer Roberta Hunt to its Wall of Fame.

Sept. 9, 2020: Excitement overcomes Falher
when a mother bear and her three cubs roam near
the M.D. of Smoky River administration building.
The bears are quickly caught and taken away by Al-
berta Fish and Wildlife.

Sept. 9, 2020: The M.D. of Smoky River discovers
it has 341 outdated bylaws on its books. Council be-
gins the process to remove them.

Sept. 9, 2020: M.D. of Smoky River ag fieldman
Normand Boulet reports that clubroot, a disease
devastating to canola crops, is found in the district.

In the Nov. 22, 1995 South Peace News a photo was published of a horse-drawn bus used to transport
students to and from school in Loon Lake. Inside were members of the Governance Review Task
Force. In the photo, left-right, are Loon Lakers Paul Letendre and Jerry Noskey.

Small crowd attends 1915 High Prairie Fair

Sept. 9, 1915
Grouard News

With all fairness to di-
rectors of the Agricul-
tural Society, it can
hardly be said that the
fair this year came up to
the usual standard, ac-
cording to those from
town who attended.

The cause attributed
to the falling off in atten-
dance and exhibits in all
classes, is the early
dates, which were two
weeks in advance of any
previous year. The farm-
ers were in the midst of
their harvesting and
were not in a position to
take the time off that
was necessary to pre-
pare their animals and
other exhibits. The crop
this year was far heavier
than any previous har-
vest and the ideal
weather was taken full
advantage of.

The rain on Tuesday
night prevented many
from town attending,
making the roads poor
for travel.

Judge Beck
takes up finances

In an effort to relieve
the present financial
burden of the Town of
Grouard, Judge Beck, on
his return to Edmonton,
will take up this matter
with Premier Sifton and
endeavour to arrange a
conference of Premier
Sifton, Hon. J.R. Boyle,
and Hon. Wilfred

Che Grovard News

A Weekly Paper published in the interests of Grouard and the
Peace River Country at our office in Grouard, every Saturday.
Subscription $2.00 a Year.
To U.S. and other Countries $2.50
Advertising Rates on Application
R.S. BURNS, Editor and Manager

Gariepy, and a represen-
tative from Grouard, in
an effort to have the gov-
ernment shoulder a por-
tion of the town’s liability
until financial conditions
readjust themselves.

The matter was dis-
cussed by council and
Ald. Tomkins was cho-
sen to represent the
town, while the secre-
tary was instructed to
write Judge Beck re this
matter.

The present liabilities
are upwards of $15,000,
while the tax amount
due the town is over
$10,000. Should the town
be successful in having
the government shoul-
der a portion of this
debt, many small out-
standing accounts could
and would be wiped off.

Secretary-treasurer
Cook resigns

Back to the simple life,
away from cares and
worries of the madden-
ing crowd, Mr. and Mrs.
J.E. Cook and son
“Chick” leave tomorrow
for Spirit River, where
they will engage in farm-
ing.

To a full appreciation

of Cook’s ability as sec-
retary-treasurer of the
Town of Grouard, which
position he has held
since the incorporation
in 1913, he has added an
abundance of energy
and forethought, while
his sound business judg-
ment has carried the
council and the town
through many trying pe-
riods.

Not only will Cook be
missed in his capacity as
secretary-treasurer, but
in matters of interest to
the town in general, in
which he has taken a
most active part, while
in the field of athletics,
his departure will be a
loss. A good sportsman
and entertainer with a
keen sense of humour,
Cook has commanded
the respect and won the
friendship of all.

With Mr. and Mrs.
Cook go the best wishes
of a host of Grouard
friends, among whom
they will be greatly
missed.

Peace Country
in the movies

The Peace River coun-
try is to figure in the

movies.

Mr. Hulbert Footner,
who several summers
ago made a trip from
Edmonton west to Fort
George, then north to
the Peace, down it to
Fort Vermilion, overland
to the Hay River and
back to Edmonton by
way of Lesser Slave
Lake, found plenty of
material. It resulted first
in the best written Cana-
dian book of travel that
has been given to the
public in recent years,
New Rivers of the North.

A novel The Sealed
Valley came later and it
is this which has now
been turned into a pic-
ture drama. The leading
role is in the hands of
Miss Dorothy Donnelley,
one of the most talented
of American actresses.

As Mr. Footner knows
the country of which he
has written, the play
should prove of not a lit-
tle real value, in contrast
to most of those that
have had a Canadian
setting.

Around the town

...J. McArthur was ap-
pointed secretary-trea-
surer of the town.

...the school atten-
dance this year shows a
considerable decrease
over last year.

...the Diamond P. com-
pany have been busy
shipping considerable
stock to their store at
the Crossing.




Hedibuilt Farms, of Faust, isselected as the Big Lakes County recipient for the
2026 Family Farm Award for northern and central Alberta presented by the Al-
berta Association of Agricultural Societies. Left-right, are son Gabriel Hedrich,
Tara Hedrich and Joe Hedrich with Big Lakes County Reeve Tyler Airth.

Hedibuilt Farms honoured for
2026 Farm Family Award

Richard Froese
South Peace News

(Faust) - Big Lakes
County has selected a
Faust family as its recipi-
ent for the 2026 Farm
Family Award for north-
ern and central Alberta
sponsored by the Alberta
Association of Agricul-
tural Societies (AAAS).

Hedibuilt Farms oper-
ated by Joe and Tara
Hedrich was nominated
as Big Lakes’ recipient of
the award as council
passed a recommenda-
tion at its regular meet-
ing Aug. 12.

The Hedrichs were
recognized for the award
Aug. 27 at the county

hamlet barbecue in
Faust.

Hedibuilt Farms will
receive the official award
Feb. 6 at the 2027 AAAS
convention in Edmonton
on behalf of Big Lakes,
along with a commemo-
rative gift.

The Hedrichs will also
receive a $2,000 allow-
ance from Big Lakes for
travel and accommoda-
tion to attend the event in
Edmonton.

They have deep roots
in the field as the farm
celebrates 100 years in
2028, states a Big Lakes
news release dated Aug.
27.

“Farming is in our
blood,” Tara Hedrich

says.

“It’s more than just
what we do, it’s a way of
life that has shaped who
we are, the values we
carry and the impor-
tance we place on hard
work, family and commu-
nity.”

The Hedrich family’s
connection to farming in
Faust dates back to 1928
when the family
homesteaded the farm.

Over the years, the
family has developed
strong ties to the commu-
nity by selling quality
farm products, including
ggs, meat and vegeta-
bles.

Cont. on page 17
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SEPT. 19, 2026 | 8AM - 10PM

TRIANGLE MUSEUM GROUNDS
16 KM WEST OF HIGH PRAIRIE

BREAKFAST ($10) - LAWN MOWER RACES
LOTS OF VENDORS - WAGON RIDES
HOT WINGS CHALLENGE - ANTIQUE TRACTOR
PARADE - LIVE DEMONSTRATIONS
NEW KIDS ACTIVITIES - ARM WRESTLING
LUMBERJACK COMPETITION
FOOD TRUCKS - SUPPER ($35) - JAMBOREE

NO ATM ON SITE

MORE INFO 780.291.0112
www.triangiehall.com

High Prairie
| AIr Cadets #539

- CADETS

CANADA‘

Learn Ieadersh:p,‘ outdoor' sk:lls aviation;
self-dicipline) "and make new friends!

COHllI'l

EVuseumt S

SEPTEMBER 12, 1:30 TO 3:00 PM
Historic Downtown Memory Tour

Discover the stories behind downtown High Prairie. This
isn't just a walking tour—it's a community conversation.
Together we'll explore historic photographs, revisit familiar
places, share memories, and learn from one another as we
uncover the stories that have shaped our community.

Ages 12-18
NO Registration fee
Meet up every Tuesday night
6:15pm ~ Sept - June
High Prairie Legion Hall

4721-51 ave, High Prairie, AB
Everyone, and every story, is welcome!

$5.00 at the door/ free for members. Meet @ Museum.

Visit our website for more information about upcoming events.

HIGHPRAIRIEMUSEUM.CA

Supported by:

%éﬁlsm; Muim ’ jféépl haih :‘“

| Seeking
.
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Lots of culture to
celebrate In local
regions

Local communities and other regions across Al-
berta have a rich history of culture and heritage.

Just look around the local region and discover
the many many and diverse ethnic cultures, from
Indigenous. French Canadian and Ukrainian, to
European, Asian, and other countries around the
globe.

Alberta Culture Days is celebrate in the month
of September for communities promote their cul-
ture and roots.

History and culture of local communities are
well-documented at museums that serve the High
Prairie, Falher-McLennan and Peace River re-
gions.

It is important to preserve the history of commu-
nities and the culture, ethnic groups, organiza-
tions, businesses, government and people who
have contributed to shape their communities.

Visit museums in the region to explore, discover
and learn about the local heritage and history.

They have a wealth of information.

Local history books are also a valuable resource
for longtime residents and people new to the com-
munity.

All too often, local people don't visit their home-
town museums.

Take advantage to get a taste of Alberta’s inter-
national heritage and culture at various commu-
nity events.

It's a great opportunity for communities and eth-
nic groups to showcase their culture and for citi-
zens to experience the multicultural mosaic of Al-
berta.

Several official Alberta Culture Days events
have been set for the Peace River region.

The Peace River Municipal Library hosts sev-
eral small events on various days throughout the
month, that feature Filipino and Jamaican food, bi-
lingual story time for children in English, French
and Cree, and Indigenous arts and crafts.

Both the Falher-McLennan and Peace River re-
gions have deep francophone roots.

Francophone culture takes centre stage at the
St-Isidore Cultural Centre on Sept. 13 organized by
the ACFA Regionale deRiviere-la-Paix.

Epluchette de ble d’'Inde et celebration culturelle
will showcase local culture, arts, music and the re-
gion’s francophone community.

Other events are planned in the coming weeks.

Indigenous culture will be promoted at the
Sucker Creek First Nation Indian Relay Races
from Sept. 12-13 at the High Prairie Elks Rodeo
Grounds.

Beside watching the exciting race action take
the opportunity to visit the tipi village and learn
more about Indigenous heritage in the region.

Another culture to celebrate is agriculture.

Step back in time down on the farm at the Trian-
gle Harvest Festival on Sept. 19 hosted by the Pio-
neer Threshermans Association.

Take a look at old tractors and farm equipment
and watch volunteers demonstrate threshing, flour
milling and saw milling the way they were done
generations ago.

- Richard Froese

Be a partner in children’s education

Commentary by
Richard Froese

Well, it’s already back to school
for students in local schools.

Most returned before the La-
bour Day holiday.

Usually, classes start after the
long weekend.

That can be attributed to the
fact that Labour Day this year
was on Sept. 7, the latest it can
fall on the calendar.

Still, as school is in its second
week of classes, it’s vital that
students get and have the sup-
port they need to have a success-
ful year of learning and growing.

For younger students and
those with learning difficulties,
help and supports are close at
hand at from professionals at
schools and from school divi-
sions.

They can also refer families to
other agencies and resources
that serve the northern regions.

All students deserve the sup-
port and a quality education.

Parents and other adults in the
community can offer and provide
a lot to help educators shape our
youth into responsible and intel-
ligent citizens and leaders.

Adults are strong support for
students and schools and do
much to strengthen that link.

By participating in the school
council, parents can serve as a
key role to build partnerships
with their children and the
school and to build the school

community.

School councils are committed
to enhance the educational expe-
rience, provide leadership for
school activities and raise funds
for projects such as playgrounds
an educational resources.

Service organizations and
other citizens have long sup-
ported schools in any community
such as those in the High Prai-
rie, Slave Lake, Peace River and
Falher regions.

As students start a new school
year, parents can help their chil-
dren with some tips provided by
Alberta Education.

-Homework:

Help your child study and es-
tablish a routine. Ensure the
room where your child studies is
quiet, has plenty of light and has
school supplies close at hand.

Remove distractions by turn-
ing off all electronics during
homework time. Ask your child
about school activities and talk
about what was discussed in
school that day. Provide guid-
ance to homework assignments.

Learn about how your child
learns.

Understand your child’s learn-
ing style and develop routines
that best support how he or she
learns best.

Encourage good study habits.
Help your child get organized.

Discuss homework with your
child. Talking about an assign-
ment can help your child think it
through and break it down into

small workable parts.

-Read With Your Child:

Make reading a priority.

Let your child know how im-
portant it is to read regularly.

Establish a regular time and
place for reading. Make time to
read to your child on a regular
basis. Ask your child to read to
you.
Have your child read aloud to
you.
Keep reading material nearby.
Visit the library.
Make visits to the library a regu-
lar activity and let your child se-
lect their own books.
-Safe Internet Use:
Do your research. Find safe and
relevant sites and child-friendly
search engines. Make an agree-
ment.
Create an agreement with your
child that outlines which sites
are allowed to visit and which ar-
eas and activities are off-limits.
Involve your child in this activity.
Stay aware.
Keep lines of communication
open so you know what websites
your child is visiting.
Pay attention to you child’s surf-
ing habits.
Let your child know that he or
she can come to you in case of
trouble.
Report suspicious activity.
If you or your child encounters
suspicious or dangerous situa-
tions online, report them to your
Internet service provider and lo-
cal police.




High Prairie Native Friendship
Centre needs support

To the Editor:

In the Aug. 26 issue of
the South Peace News,
there was a write-up
about the High Prairie
Native Friendship Cen-
tre.

The friendship centre
is requesting funds
from the Town of High
Prairie council.

This is a request that
I hope council will ap-
prove.

The sign on the build-
ing says it all: “High
Prairie Native Friend-
ship Centre — Serving
the Whole Community”.

This states every-
thing that needs to be

The community hub
is open to any person
who cares to become a
member.

This, | have to admit,
I didn’t know a few
years ago.

Once I realized “Serv-
ing the Whole Commu-
nity”, | joined.

What | learned was
this — there is some-
thing for everyone; les-
sons for the young,
youth and seniors.

I have learned to
bead, work with clay for
pottery.

My grandgirl made a
Christmas wreath and
so much more.

There has been se-

small second-hand
store, lessons on ribbon
skits, an annual Elders’
banquet, Indigenous
Remembrance cere-
mony and more.

A newsletter is sent
out every month, letting
all members know what
is coming up at the cen-
tre.

The staff that work at
the centre are very wel-
coming and hard work-
ing.

Big Lakes County has
supported the centre
with $16,500 this year to
help keep this wonder-
ful organization open.

I’m hoping that the
High Prairie Native

also asked Peavine Me-
tis Settlement, Sucker
Creek First Nation and
East Prairie Metis Set-
tlement for financial
support.

It would be great if
businesses in the High
Prairie area also
showed their support.

Every amount of sup-
port helps.

Again, | hope that
High Prairie council
shows their financial
support.

It is support that
would benefit the whole
town.

Brenda Coulombe,
High Prairie

said. niors’ footcare, there’s a

Friendship Centre has

Peace River break in has RCMP calling for
public assistance

Sara Driedger
South Peace News

(Peace River) - Peace River RCMP are asking for
the public’s help as they investigate a break and en-
ter that resulted in thousands of dollars worth of
electronics being stolen from a local business.

According to RCMP, the incident occurred during
the early morning hours of Aug. 27 at City Furniture,
located on 74 Street in Peace River.

Police say the break and enter happened at ap-
proximately 1:48 a.m. Security personnel were dis-
patched after an alarm was triggered at the busi-
ness. Upon arriving at the scene, security staff dis-
covered that the front window of the store had been
smashed and immediately contacted Peace River
RCMP,

Officers attended the location and cleared the
building. No suspects were found inside the store at
the time.

As the investigation continued, police reviewed
security footage and were able to obtain images of
the suspects believed to be involved in the incident.

Information provided by the business indicates
that several high-value electronic items were stolen

during the break-in. RCMP say six televisions and
six sound bars were taken from the store.

Police have not released an estimate of the value
of the stolen merchandise and have not announced
any arrests in connection with the investigation.

RCMP are now appealing to the public for assis-
tance as they work to identify those responsible.

Investigators are specifically asking anyone who
may have security camera footage, dash camera
video or other recordings from the area around City
Furniture on 74 Street between midnight and 2:30
a.m. on Aug. 27 to review their footage for anything
suspicious. Even information that may appear mi-
nor could prove valuable to the investigation.

Police are also asking anyone who recognizes the
suspects captured on surveillance footage or who
has information about the break and enter to come
forward.

Residents with information can contact the Peace
River RCMP detachment at 780-624-6677.

Those wishing to remain anonymous can provide
information through Crime Stoppers by calling
1-800-222-8477 (TIPS), submitting a tip online
through P3 Tips, or by using the P3 Tips mobile ap-
plication. The investigation remains ongoing.
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Following is a list of the most read stories on
southpeacenews.com over the last 14 days, effective
Friday, Sept. 4, 2026.

1. Slave Lake man gets 2.5 years in deaths
of two motorcyclists
[posted Wednesday, Aug. 26]

2. Trucking business denied request to

add service
[posted Tuesday, Aug. 25]

3. Nahachick, Turcotte claim High Prairie
Open title
[posted Tuesday, Aug. 25]

4. Obituary — Gerard Lapointe
[posted Thursday, Aug. 27]

5. Powwow showcases culture, friendship
[posted Saturday, Aug. 29]

6. Presale Aug. 27 for steak and lobster
dinner, dance at Kinuso
[posted Saturday, Aug. 29]

7. Today’s Happenings: August 25, 2026
[posted Monday, Aug. 24]

8. Sweet support for grandson’s sports
[posted Friday, Aug. 21]

9. Trip down memory lane!
[posted Thursday, Aug. 27]

10. Guided hike promotes joy of local na-
ture
[posted Saturday, Aug. 29]

Be sure to check southpeacenews.com for regular updates
on South Peace News’ two-time Canadian Community News-
papers Association award-winning website!

More stories, more photos, more reading, more enter-
tainment!

To Freson Bros. in High Prairie for having nice
clean public washrooms for people to use. Greatly
appreciated especially by travellers.

To people who don't pay attention to speed signs.
Speed limit is 80 km in Sucker Creek yet people go
flying down the highway totally ignoring the signs.

Letters to the editor policy

South Peace News welcomes readers to write letters to
the editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two initials
with surname and include an address and daytime tele-
phone number. All letters are subject to editing. Please
send letters to South Peace News, Box 1000, High Prairie,
Alta., TOG 1EQO, or fax to (780) 523-3039; or please E-mail

to southpeacenews@hotmail.com.
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