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(Peace River) - The
federal government is
putting $20 million to-
ward upgrades at Mer-
cer Peace River Pulp
Ltd. as Canada moves to
shield workers, compa-
nies and communities
from new U.S. tariffs on
Canadian goods.

The funding was an-
nounced Wednesday Au-
gust 26, 2026 by Eleanor
Olszewski, the minister
responsible for Prairies
Economic Development
Canada. The announce-
ment was meant to help
the northern Alberta
mill modernize its oper-
ations, reduce produc-
tion costs and
strengthen its competi-
tiveness in changing
global markets.

The announcement
comes after Washington
last week imposed addi-
tional tariffs on Cana-
dian goods, including
pulp and paper. The fed-
eral government says
the tariffs are unjusti-
fied and that Canada is
responding by matching
the new duties dollar for

dollar while rolling out
new and enhanced sup-
ports for affected work-
ers and businesses.

Ottawa says the Peace
River project is part of a
broader $7.5-billion
package designed to
help companies and
workers deal with im-
mediate tariff pressures
while encouraging busi-
nesses to diversify mar-
kets, improve productiv-
ity and strengthen do-
mestic supply chains.

“Canada did not
choose this trade con-
flict with the United
States, but we will stand
up for the workers, busi-
nesses and communi-

ties under pressure,”
Olszewski said.

She said Mercer
Peace River has been an
anchor of northern Al-
berta’s economy for
more than 35 years and
that the federal invest-
ment will help the mill
modernize, compete
and protect jobs that
families across the re-
gion depend on.

The pulp mill began
operating in 1990 and di-
rectly employs 360 peo-
ple. The federal govern-
ment says it supports
about 3,000 jobs across
Alberta’s forest sector
supply chain through its
relationships with local

operators and sawmills.
Mercer Peace River

produces bleached mar-
ket pulp used in tissue,
packaging and cellu-
lose-based products.
The business contrib-
utes about $1.5 billion to
the regional economy
annually, according to
the federal release.

The federal money
will support upgrades to
the mill’s facilities and
equipment, including
improvements to heavy
black liquor piping, re-
building pulp machine
rolls and work on a lime
kiln and recovery boiler.

The government says
the upgrades are ex-

pected to lower produc-
tion costs, reduce emis-
sions and improve out-
put. The upgrades are
also expected to help the
facility shift toward a
more profitable mix of
hardwood and softwood
pulp.

The work could also
position the mill for pos-
sible future retrofits tied
to innovative energy
production and carbon
capture. The federal
government says this
could create new oppor-
tunities for the company
to diversify revenue and
improve long-term resil-
ience.
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$20 million for PR pulp mill

Federal investment aims to help Peace River pulp mill weather U.S. tariffs

(High Prairie) – A
Slave Lake man will
serve under three years
in jail in connection with
the deaths of two
Redrum Motorcycle
Club members in a colli-
sion on Highway 2 near
Sucker Creek on Aug. 31,
2024.

Michael Maurice
Koochin was handed a
global sentence of 913
days for two counts of
dangerous operation of
a vehicle causing death
and four counts of dan-
gerous operation of a ve-
hicle causing bodily
harm in High Prairie
Court of Justice on Aug.
25.

He was given credit
for 338 days served in
custody.

Justice C.A. Palmer
agreed with the joint

submission for sentenc-
ing from the Crown and
lawyer Cristian
Manucci.

“When we’re dealing
with dangerous driving,
it’s about the driving, not
the consequences,”
Palmer says.

“I am bound by the
joint submission.

“I have to look at the
facts before the court.”

Koochin crossed over
the centre line and hit
the motorcycles.

Crown prosecutor
Sheila Joyce initially
says the issue is about
the driving, not the re-
sult.

She stated the sen-
tence was for
two-and-a-half years as
she opened her presen-
tation.

“It will be pale in com-

parison to the devastat-
ing loss in the crash,”
Joyce says.

“It addresses the in-
terest of both the public
and the accused.”

She says no intent by
the driver was present.

The police investiga-
tion reveals the motor-
cycle riders were travel-
ling in one large group
when an oncoming com-
mercial semi-truck
hauling rig waste to a
landfill site crossed over
the centre-line and
struck the riders.

Koochin pleaded
guilty to the six counts
during a preliminary in-
quiry April 8 and re-en-
tered guilty pleas July
30, the Crown says.

The Crown consid-
ered it an early guilty
plea.

After he is released
from jail, Koochin will be
suspended from driving
for seven years.

Redrum members
Laurent Isadore, 38, of
Driftpile Cree Nation,
and Tyler Duboski, 33, of
Edmonton, died on the
scene in the morning
crash while doing what
they love to do the most
– riding their motorcy-
cles.

A third person in the
crash died several
months later.

Cody Clemente died
Dec. 19, 2025 after suf-
fering from post-trau-
matic stress syndrome.

He suffered a head in-
jury in the incident when
another motorcycle ran
over him.

They were on their
way to a Redrum charity

motorcycle ride when
the incident occurred.

Faust RCMP re-
sponded to a report at
11:42 a.m. of a serious
collision involving two
motorcycles on High-
way 2 near Range Rd.
143 near Sucker Creek.

An off-duty RCMP offi-
cer was already on
scene assisting the in-
jured as other emer-
gency services person-
nel arrived.

Multiple riders were
injured, two were de-
ceased.

At least six additional
motorcyclists with vari-
ous levels of injuries
were taken to hospital.

Koochin regrets his
actions that day, his law-
yer says.

Cont. on page 3

Slave Lake man gets 2.5 years
in deaths of two motorcyclists
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Community Calendar
Note: Community Calendar listings are free. AGMs and church services not in-
cluded unless also advertised. Call [780] 523-4484 with your item or e-mail
southpeacenews@hotmail.com. All events subject to change depending on late
changes or holidays.

Wednesday, September 2

9 a.m. – HP Interagency meets at HP Provincial Building.
10 – 11 a.m. – Storytime at HP Municipal Library. (Ages 2-5 Years with Parent)
10 a.m. – Noon – HP CRC Baby & Me program for children 0-12 months.
2 – 3:30 p.m. – Senior’s Bingo at St. Isidore Café du Coin.
5:30 p.m. – Play bingo at Kinuso Ag Hall. Pre-call 6:30 p.m., regular games at 6:45 p.m.
7 p.m. – Drop-In Beanbag/Cornhole at Joussard Community Association Hall. $2 fee.
7 p.m. – AA meetings at Grouard in Brown Building behind Kapawe’no Hall #55.
7 p.m. – Faust Silver & Gold meeting at Faust Hall.
7 p.m. – Work bee at Pioneer Threshermans Association grounds at Triangle.
7:30 p.m. – Play cribbage) at Joussard Homesteaders Hall.

Thursday, September 3

10 a.m. – Noon – HP CRC Bright Beginnings program for children 0-6 years.
1 – 2 p.m. – Join Walk & Talk at Falher Smoky River Community Hall. Bring clean shoes! $2 fee.
1:30 p.m. – Play Mah Jong at HP Golden Age Club.
2 – 3 p.m. – Bumble Buddies at Falher Library for children 0-5 years and caregivers.
2 – 3 p.m. – 55+ Chair Yoga at St. Isidore Café du Coin.
5:30 – 7 p.m. – Parade of Programs at Chateau Nova in Peace River.
6 p.m. – Narcotics Anonymous meetings in High Prairie at 4919- 51 Ave.
7 p.m. – Drop-In Pickleball at Joussard JCA Hall. $2 fee. Beanbag toss if enough interest.
7 p.m. – Play Bridge at HP Golden Age Centre, 4824-53 Ave. $1 coffee charge.

Friday, September 4

1:30 p.m. – Enjoy whist games at the HP Golden Age Centre, 4824-53 Ave. $1 coffee charge.
7:30 p.m. – High Prairie AA chapter meets at HP Church of the Nazarene.

Saturday, September 5

World Beard Day!
National Cheese Pizza Day!
International Day of Charity!
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. – Enilda Farmers Market at Enilda W.I. Hall.
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. – Kinuso Farmer’s Market at Kinuso Ag Hall.

Sunday, September 6

Read a Book Day!
Attend the church of your choice.
1:30 p.m. – Enjoy cribbage games at the HP Golden Age Centre, 4824-53 Ave. $1 coffee charge.

Monday, September 7

Labour Day!
International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies!
1 – 3 p.m. – Crib & Cards Social at Multi-Plex Building at Spruce Point Park. Snacks provided.
1:30 p.m. – Play Mah Jong at Joussard Homesteaders Hall.
2 – 4 p.m. – HP Municipal Library Teen Game and Lego Drop-In (13-17 years).
3:30 – 5:30 p.m. – HP CRC After-School Program (8-12 Years) at HP Children’s Resource Centre.
7 p.m. – Drop-In Beanbag/Cornhole at Joussard Community Association Hall. $2 fee.
7:30 p.m. – High Prairie AA chapter meets at HP Church of the Nazarene.
7:30 p.m. – Pioneer Thresherman Association monthly meeting at Triangle Hall.

Tuesday, September 8

Worldwide Cystic Fibrosis Day!
Star Trek Day!
9:30 a.m. – Northern Sunrise County meets in council chambers.
10 a.m. – Noon – Drop-In Coffee at HP Golden Age Club.
10 – 11 a.m. – Seniors’ Coffee Catch-Up at Nampa Sunrise Café.
1 p.m. – Kinuso Seniors Coffee Time at Kinuso Seniors Centre. New members welcome.
1 – 2 p.m. – Join Walk & Talk at Falher Smoky River Community Hall. Bring clean shoes! $2 fee.
1 – 4 p.m. – Senior Drop-In at HP Native Friendship Centre 4919-51 Ave.
6 p.m. – Town of High Prairie meets in council chambers.
6:30 p.m. – Village of Donnelly meets in in council chambers.
7 p.m. – Whist games at Big Meadow Hall north of Enilda. Stella Sware at (780) 523-2009.
7 p.m. – Drop-In Pickleball at Joussard JCA Hall. $2 fee. Beanbag toss if enough interest.

Wednesday, September 9

9 a.m. – M.D. of Smoky River meets in Falher in council chambers.
10 – 11 a.m. – Storytime at HP Municipal Library. (Ages 2-5 Years with Parent)
10 a.m. – Big Lakes County meets in High Prairie in council chambers.
10 a.m. – Noon – HP CRC Baby & Me program for children 0-12 months.
Noon – Grouard Seniors Lunch at Grouard Northland School Elder’s Room.
12:30 – 5:30 p.m. – Marigold Farmers Market in HP at 4724- 53 – Ave.
1:30 p.m. – Play Floor Curling at HP Golden Age Centre, 4824-53 Ave. $1 coffee charge.
5:30 p.m. – Play bingo at Kinuso Ag Hall. Pre-call 6:30 p.m., regular games at 6:45 p.m.
6:30 p.m. – Town of McLennan meets in in council chambers.
7 p.m. – Drop-In Beanbag/Cornhole at Joussard Community Association Hall. $2 fee.
7 p.m. – Village of Girouxville meets in in council chambers.
7 p.m. – Town of Falher meets in in council chambers.
7 p.m. – AA meetings at Grouard in Brown Building behind Kapawe’no Hall #55.
7 p.m. – Faust Silver & Gold meeting at Faust Hall.
7 p.m. – Work bee at Pioneer Threshermans Association grounds at Triangle.
7 – 8 p.m. – Outdoor Concert Series at Cecil Thompson Park: featuring They Call Me Sir.
7:30 p.m. – Play cribbage at Joussard Homesteaders Hall.

Thursday, September 10

International Makeup Day!

2.5 years

Cont. from page 1

“He is truly remorse-
ful for his actions,”
Manucci says.

“He expresses deep
remorse

“It was a brief mo-
ment of inattention.

“It was a momentary
lapse that changed the
lives of many people.

“He feels terrible for
the families.”

Koochin did not ad-
dress the court.

Patsy Campion, a sis-
ter of Isadore, was very
upset with the sentence
and the Crown.

“Where was the
Crown today?” says
Campion, who offered
comments to South
Peace News after sen-
tencing.

“She defended the
driver.

“She made excuses
for his driving.”

Kooshin was also
fined $3,000 for driving a
vehicle without insur-
ance, $486 for a commer-
cial truck driver failing
to maintain a daily log
and $324 for operating a
commercial vehicle not
inspected daily after he
pleaded guilty.

Palmer ordered
Koochin to pay the fines
by June 30, 2028.

Koochin was also or-
dered to pay restitution
of $20,952.61 for dam-
ages to a motorcycle.

“This has been a
tragic weekend for the
club,” Redrum posted
on Facebook on Sept. 2,
2024 after the incident.

Family members and
friends paid tribute to
the victims in court July
30 when nearly 30 people
submitted or appeared
in person to give heart-
felt victim impact state-
ments in front of Justice
C.A. Palmer.

Koochin’s trac-
tor-trailer was not
road-worthy at the time
of the crash.

He was arrested Jan.
9, 2025 and was charged
with 26 counts.

Included was the fact
that his vehicle insur-

ance had expired due to
non-payment of fees.

The most serious
charges included two
counts of criminal negli-
gence, causing death
without a firearm.

Koochin was also
charged with six count
of criminal negligence
causing bodily harm in
connection with the six
other injured riders and
six counts of dangerous
operation of a motor ve-
hicle causing bodily
harm.

He was also charged
with possession of meth-
amphetamine, failing to
prepare a trip inspection
report in a legible for-
mat, failing to maintain
an accurate daily log in
duplicate, operating a
commercial vehicle not
complying with the stan-
dards as specified by
Section 10 (N) (II)
Schedule 2 of the Com-
mercial Vehicle Safety
Regulation, operating a
commercial vehicle not
complying with the stan-
dards as specified in
Section 14 (A) (III)
Schedule 2 of the Com-
mercial Vehicle Safety

Regulation, operating a
commercial vehicle not
inspected under daily
trip inspection require-
ments and with a major
defect, failing to operate
a commercial vehicle as
specified, operating a
commercial vehicle not
complying with the stan-
dards as specified in
Section 16 (2) (A) Sched-
ule 2 of the Commercial
Vehicle Safety Regula-
tion – vehicle not
equipped with a brake
system acting on all
wheels, operating a
commercial vehicle that
was not insured and op-
erating a motor vehicle
not complying with the
standard of Section 11
(A) Schedule 2 of the
Commercial Vehicle
Safety Regulation.

Laurent Isadore, photos courtesy of
Redrum First Nations Treaty 8
Gaohyageh Chapter.

Tyler Duboski photo, courtesy of
Redrum First Nations Treaty 8
Gaohyageh Chapter.
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Grouard Curling Club formed in 1914

Sept. 2

Sept. 2, 1912: Vernor Maurice returns to Grouard
from a trip into the Swan Hills and says coal depos-
its of excellent quality exist south of Grouard. The
coal is better than that at Edmonton, he says.

Sept. 2, 1915: The Grouard News reports Edmon-
ton, Dunvegan and British Columbia railroad presi-
dent J.D. McArthur says it is impossible for him to
raise money because there are much more attrac-
tive bonds than those of the Grouard branch line.
For this reason, he says it is out of the question to
have the line built to Grouard. “No doubt the reason
is that he has not tried and doesn’t care to,” writes
News editor Roy S. Burns.

Sept. 2, 1917: The blessing of the first Catholic
Church (St. Paul’s) in High Prairie is held after its
construction.

Sept. 2, 1970: South Peace News reports that the
old Macleods store in High Prairie is demolished.

Sept. 2, 1983: Lorne Halldorson, 29, of Enilda dies
on the way to hospital after an altercation with High
Prairie police during an arrest on suspected drunk
driving charges.

Sept. 2, 1986: Lyn-Mar Travel moves to the SAAN
Mall in High Prairie.

Sept. 2, 1987: South Peace News reports the
Town of High Prairie and the I.D. decide to contrib-
ute $20,000 less to recreation. The recreation board
says higher fees will have to compensate for the loss
of the money.

Sept. 2, 1992: South Peace News reports the
House of Furniture purchases the old High Prairie
Day Care for storage spacs.

Sept. 2, 1993: The Alberta government opens the
doors to private liquor stores.

Sept. 2, 1997: Dawn Konelsky opens RE/MAX
high prairie realty across from the Royal Bank in
High Prairie.

Sept. 2, 1999: Dr. Johann Otto cuts the ribbon as
High Prairie and area celebrates the grand opening
of the Riana Otto Memorial Walking Trail.

Sept. 2, 2008: Bev New is returned as Region 5
president and Elmer Gullion as vice-president in the
Metis Nation of Alberta election.

Sept. 2, 2012: Craig Hutton and Terance
Yushyshyn win the $50,000 first place prize at the
Golden Walleye Classic at Shaw’s Point Resort with
a catch of 24.40 pounds.

Sept. 2, 2012: The Joussard Community Associa-
tion holds a barbecue to celebrate the grand opening
of the $70,000 Joussard Fire Hall Playground.

Sept. 2, 2013: High Prairie’s Michelle Strebchuk
begins her job as HPSD communications officer in
High Prairie.

Sept. 2, 2014: Audrey Poitras is re-elected for her
seventh term as Metis Nation of Alberta elections
conclude.

Sept. 2, 2014: Bev New is re-elected president
and Elmer Gullion vice-president of Region 5 of the
Metis Nation of Alberta as elections conclude.

Sept. 2, 2014: The Peace Library System calls the
Government of Alberta’s funding “disappointing”.
Without an increase, PLS and its member libraries
will not be able to continue its full range of services,
says PLS chair Vernonica Bliska.

Sept. 2, 2018: Dave Burrows places first in the Al-
berta Open – Men’s B Division to win the High Prai-
rie Horseshoe Tournament held at the Gordon Bu-
chanan Recreation Centre in High Prairie.

Sept. 2, 2020: Peavine Metis Settlement receives
a $1.6 million grant to upgrade the Duck Lake Road.
The grant comes from the Investing in Canada Pro-
gram.

Sept. 2, 2020: South Peace News reports on a
slide at the High Prairie raw water reservoir south
of town. It occurs in August and repaired before the
end of the year.

Oct. 31, 1914

Grouard News

Grouard will this win-
ter have a curling club
and already about 40
have signified their in-
tention of joining.

At a meeting held
Wednesday night,
Messrs. Price Saunders
and Harper were ap-
pointed to look after the
financing and make
other needed arrange-
ments such as the com-
pletion of the rink,
stones, lights, etc. The
committee has already
collected the necessary
funds to finance the ven-
ture and stones have
been ordered.

Curling promises to be
one of the best patron-
ized clubs in town during
the coming winter.

Better mail

service inaugurated

“There will be an im-
provement in the mail
service just as soon as
the necessary arrange-
ments can be made with
the Edmonton,
Dunvegan railway for
the carrying of the mail
from Edmonton to
Sawridge for points in
the north,” said A.L. Au-

ger, inspector of the post
offices, who was a visitor
here on Friday.

Mr. Auger stated that
the department at Ed-
monton has had this
matter under consider-
ation and will shortly
commence the new ser-
vice. The present system
of carrying the mail via
Athabasca has caused
much delay and inconve-
nience, both to the de-
partment and to the
north country, especially
after the close of naviga-
tion and before freeze
up.

The mail which left
Athabasca last Saturday
had not arrived at Smith
on Thursday, no doubt
being stuck in a mud
hole along the trail. The
new service cannot start
too soon.

New townsite

of High Prairie

The townsite of High

Prairie located on Pat
Ireland’s quarter in High
Prairie and which ad-
joins the land secured by
the railway company has
been placed on the mar-
ket and quite a number
of lots disposed of.

Among the businesses
to be established there
are two general stores, a
restaurant, barber shop,
pool room and post of-
fice.

Mr. Ireland has subdi-
vided 10 acres and the
lots are selling at $100
each.

1915 will see

many changes

With the close of the
navigation season now
within sight, many
changes will mark the
next year, more particu-
larly in transportation.

Many boats now ply-
ing on Lesser Slave
Lake will be transferred
to different points on the

rivers and lakes further
north, while steel will re-
place this means of
transportation which
has connected Grouard
with the outside world
for the past five years or
more.

The saving of time and
money will mark a new
era in the history of the
town and district.

Party of hunters

makes mistake

A party of hunters set
traps in the neighbour-
hood of St. Bruno’s Mis-
sion on the south side of
the lake, for lynx and
upon examining the trap
in the morning it was
found that the tabby cat
from the Mission was
the visitor.

Around the town

...indications of a hard
winter are to be found in
the height of the musk-
rat houses, according to
the Indians.

...“Shorty” McQueen
will open a restaurant at
Round Lake.

...Dr. Rimer has
moved from Second Ave-
nue to First Avenue and
is now located next to
the Pioneer Drug Store.

Do you remember?

On Dec. 1, 1971 South Peace News published a photo of Lief Jacobsen, left, and Tom Lysiak, players
from High Prairie on the Medicine Hat Tigers of the Western Canada Hockey League. Lysiak was in
the top five in scoring at the date of publication. Meanwhile, Tigers’ coach Jack Shupe said Jacobsen
was coming into his own after a slow start. Later, Lysiak enjoyed a fine NHL career with the Atlanta
Flames and Chicago Black Hawks.
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Pulp Mill
Cont. from page 1

Juan Carlos Bueno, president and CEO of Mercer
International Inc., said the investments are in-
tended to improve the mill’s efficiency and competi-
tiveness while preparing it for potential future ex-
pansion of bioenergy production and carbon cap-
ture and storage.

“We appreciate the Government of Canada and
PrairiesCan’s support, and I want to recognize our
Peace River team for the work they continue to do to
move these improvements,” Bueno said.

The $20 million is being provided through the Re-
gional Tariff Response Initiative, administered by
PrairiesCan across the Prairie provinces. Of that
amount, $1 million is a non-repayable contribution
and $19 million is repayable funding.

The federal government announced an additional
$1.5 billion for the tariff response initiative on Tues-
day. Ottawa says the money is meant to help tar-
iff-affected small and medium-sized businesses
manage immediate pressures, diversify markets,
boost productivity, reduce costs and strengthen do-
mestic supply chais.

The broader $7.5-billion package also includes a
$2-billion Canada Strong Diversification Fund, $500
million in new Business Development Bank of Can-
ada liquidity support, $3.5 billion in Rapid Response
Supports for Workers and Employers, and new
flexibilities under the Large Enterprise Tariff Loan
facility.

Federal officials said Canada negotiated inten-
sively and in good faith toward what they described

as a fair and comprehensive agreement with the
United States, but suspended negotiations after
concluding the terms proposed by Washington
asked too much of Canada and offered too little in
return.

The release says accepting the U.S. proposal
would have undermined Canadian workers, busi-
nesses, strategic industries and national sover-
eignty.

Tim Hodgson, the federal minister of energy and
natural resources, said Canada’s forest sector cre-
ates jobs and drives economic growth in hundreds
of communities, including Peace River.

“Our government is proud to invest in Mercer
Peace River’s modernization, so the Canadian for-
est sector can not only survive but thrive, and be-
come stronger, mor competitive more resilient for
years to come,” Hodgson said.

Alberta Forestry and Parks Minister Todd Lowen
said the mill has been a cornerstone of the Peace re-
gion economy for more than three decades. He said
Alberta is also providing $17.1 million in relief to
help Mercer continue on what he called a proven
path to viability.

“Innovation has long been the path to success in
Alberta and Mercer is well positioned to transition
to a new and diversified business model that will
sustain its operations for years to come,” Lowen
said.

Dan Williams, Alberta’s minister of municipal af-
fairs and the MLA for Peace River, said Mercer
Peace River has supported hundreds of local jobs
and thousands more across Alberta’s forest supply
chain for more than 30 years.

“As the MLA for Peace River, I welcome any in-
vestment that helps our mill modernize and stay

competitive through a tough time for global trade,”
Williams said. “Our workers and our community de-
serve nothing less.”

Terry Ungarian, the reeve of the County of North-
ern Lights, said the municipality has a strong and
longstanding relationship with industry partners
such as Mercer Peace River and recognizes the so-
cioeconomic benefits they bring to the region.

“The importance of today’s announcement can-
not be overstated,” Ungarian said. “It represents a
significant investment in our region, our people, and
our future, and we are proud to be part of this impor-
tant milestone.”

Regional pulp mills play a specific role in the for-
est-products supply chain because they process sig-
nificant volumes of incidental hardwood from area
sawmills. The federal government says that helps
keep costs lower for Canadian forest-sector opera-
tors.

The federal government says Canada’s forest
sector supports nearly 200,000 workers and serves
as a lifeline for more than 300 communities across
the country.

Since August 2025, Ottawa says it has introduced
more than $2.6 billion in targeted measures to help
the forest sector remain competitive, sustainable
and resilient. Those measures include support for
transformation, market diversification, workers
and communities.

The government says its work has been informed
by the final report of the Canadian Forest Sector
Transformation Task Force, which was created as
part of Ottawa’s efforts to support and transform
the sector. The report was released alongside new
and expanded measures, including nearly $130 mil-
lion for 56 forest-sector projects across the country.

Richard Froese
South Peace News

(High Prairie) – Big Lakes County has approved
funding of more than $150,000 to improve High Prairie
Elk Pro Rodeo Grounds.

At its regular meeting Aug. 12, council passed a mo-
tion to approve a communit upgrade capital grant
of $155,000 funded from the community upgrade
projects capital reserve for Banana Belt – High Prai-
rie to assist with the cost of new metal siding installa-
tion on three key buildings, a wheelchir -accessible
sidewalk and new bucking chutes at the rodeo
grounds.

Council passed a second motion to have the work
completed by the county’s retained asphalt repairs
contractor in co-ordination with other work in the
county to reduce the cost of the project.

The Elks requested $100,000 for new bucking
chutes, $35,000 to construct a wheelchair-accessible
sidewalk between the Edmo Peyre Elks Rodeo Build-
ing and the grandstand and $20,000 to replace metal
siding on three key buildings.

Kinuso Councillor Roberta Hunt was concerned
about the high cost to fund bucking chutes.

“One hundred thousand dollars to bucking chutes
is quite a lot,” Hunt says.

Administration received a request from Reeve Ty-
ler Airth, the councillor for Banana Belt – High Prai-
rie East to approve funding for upgrades at the rodeo
grounds, CAO David Reynolds says.

The Elks have pursued provincial funding opportu-
nities, though they have not yet been successful, the
CAO notes.

Hosting the 64th annual rodeo July 28-29, the Elks
are requesting funds to upgrade and improve the fa-
cilities outlined in a submission from rodeo chairman
Lindsay Pratt.

“To protect our infrastructure and ensure
long-term usability, the High Prairie Elks have identi-
fied three priority capital projects that must be com-
pleted in two to three years,” Pratt says.

“These improvements are critical to ensuring the
facilities remain safe, accessible, and functional.”

The Elks appreciate support from Big Lakes and
the community.

“While we have consistently invested in the
broader community, we have not been able to com-

plete many upgrades to our own facilities due to lim-
ited funding,” Pratt says.

“As a result, several essential structures at the ro-
deo grounds are now aging, deteriorating and in need
of major improvements.”

He says the current bucking chutes were con-
structed 46 years ago by volunteers.

“The steel pipe has rusted and deteriorated beyond
repair, creating safety risks for contestants, animals,
and volunteers,” Pratt says.

An upgraded walkway will enhance mobility for
various people, he says.

“During major events – including the High Prairie
Elks Pro Rodeo, community gatherings and cultural
celebrations – the cu rent pathway becomes difficult,
particularly for those using wheelchairs, walkers or
strollers,” Pratt says.

“The project address a long-standing barrier to
safe and independent access for seniors, families and
others with mobility challenges.”

Three main buildings at the rodeo grounds— the
major sponsor booth, a storage shed, and the contes-
tants’ shower house—require new metal siding.

“These structures have begun to deteriorate due to
age, weather exposure, and ongoing use,” Pratt says.

“Without upgrades, they risk reaching a point
where repair is no longer possible.

The cost has been significantly reduced from a re-
ceived donation, he notes.

High Prairie rodeo grounds supports the annual
professional rodeo, which attracts more than 5,000
visitors, as well as the Indian Relay Races held in
early September, high school rodeo and other com-
munity events throughout the year.

Big Lakes County grants funds to upgrade
High Prairie rodeo grounds

Bucking chutes at the High Prairie Elks Pro Rodeo will be replaced with a community upgrade capital
grant frpm Big Lakes County.
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Wise words,
just repeated

Teaching an old dog new tricks

So-called “economic development” interests just
about anybody in any business, in politics, in in-
vestments or in government.

It’s essentially all the Five Pillars of any Com-
munity. The pillars are simple: Quality of Educa-
tion, Quality of Health Care, Community Safety,
Recreation Opportunities, and finally, Economic
Opportunities, whether that be jobs, investment or
business possibilities.

The Pillars impact everybody, everywhere. All in
one way or another, can come under “economic de-
velopment” in any community.

Last week, we commented on the Deloitte Eco-
nomic Development Report cost-shared between
Big Lakes County and the Town of High Prairie.
The study can be found online at both the Big
Lakes and High Prairie websites.

Deloitte, a company with 330,000 staff worldwide,
performed as can be expected of any consultant -
“Listen to what people tell you. Reshape it. Give it
back to them.”

Does that mean hiring a consultant is a waste?
No. Many people are inclined to listen more to an
outside “expert” than they are to local people with
the same ideas. Locally, we aren’t stupid. We have
people just about everywhere with decades of busi-
ness experience locally, and across Alberta and
Canada. Experience on community boards. Expe-
rience with local and region wide economic boards
and initiatives. Oh well.

Deloitte checked the boxes. Looked at statistics.
Apparently listened to about 20 to 30 local people.
And came up with the same conclusions that just
about anybody in any coffee shop has. The only dif-
ference of course is, every community will have its
own local twists. Those twists will not be
earth-shattering or “big news.” But, with the re-
port of Deloitte, ideas now have the Stamp of Au-
thority the chattering classes and coffee knowl-
edge folks rarely get.

So, to no surprise, Deloitte says people want to
follow what is actually a simple and well-worn
path: Go with your strengths.

Health care and services, government services,
education, and the fastest growing economic
group, Indigenous, make up fully half of the local
economy or more. So look after them all.

The Report does not actually say “how.” But that
should by now be understood by anybody in local
government or anybody wanting to see their com-
munity thrive: Maintain and grow the Five Pillars.
Sure, throw in the soup of the day ringing across
Canada these days: Make housing available and af-
fordable. And good luck with that one!

At its core, the Deloitte Report is all about gov-
ernment in one form or another. A third of the Re-
port is even dedicated to more government. Create
an Economic Development office! So no magic
wands. As in 100 affordable homes, or delivering
babies at the local hospital.

No mention made of solar, wind or nuclear, or
data centres, roads to resources, defence, or any
such. Also no mention how to plan for something
not even on any radar today.

We’re interested in your own thoughts. Email or
contact myself at this newspaper please.

- Jeff Burgar

Commentary by
William Hetherington

There’s an old expression that
you can’t teach an old dog new
tricks.

As a child, I remember looking
at my aging Labrador retriever,
Rufus, and thinking: “Are you
telling me I can’t get Rufus to
roll over or play dead if I try?”

Of course, I eventually realized
the expression isn’t really about
dogs. It’s about people getting
stuck in their ways as they grow
older. There’s certainly some
truth to that.

To the detriment of my poor
wife, I’ve become increasingly
stubborn with age. She’ll some-
times say, “Why don’t you take
that road over there? It’ll be
faster.” I’ll reply, “This is the way
I always get there. I’m used to it.
Besides, I’m not in a hurry.”

That stubbornness nearly cost
me the two best things in my life:
my son and daughter.

I insisted for the longest time
that I didn’t want children, but
eventually gave in to my wife on
the matter. Boy (and girl), am I
glad I did.

The expression can also sug-
gest that older people have a

harder time learning new skills.
That was an idea I wrestled

with when I was considering a
move to Slave Lake to take on
the editor’s role at The Leader.

It wasn’t a decision I took
lightly. I was returning to Can-
ada after living in Taiwan for 11
years, and although I was bring-
ing more than a decade of news-
room experience with me, there
were plenty of things I had never
done.

I had edited, written news and
editorials, worked the desk and
translated. But I had never laid
out a newspaper page for print. I
had no experience with imaging
software.

There was a time when even
writing a news story was new to
me. Back then, I approached the
challenge with zest and enthusi-
asm. But could I do the same
now, in my late 40s?

In recent years, perhaps as
part of what was undoubtedly a
mid-life crisis, I’ve tried a variety
of new things: riding a motorcy-
cle, driving a manual-transmis-
sion car, skateboarding and,
most recently, getting reac-
quainted with the guitar.

I’ve had mixed success with all
of them. But there was one im-

portant difference: I wasn’t doing
any of them for money.

Could I make a major move
and accept a salary for some-
thing I wasn’t even sure I could
do?

In the weeks leading up to the
move, I had bouts of anxiety, not
just about learning new soft-
ware, but about readjusting to
life in Canada after so long
abroad.

Still, I was coming home. I love
Canada, and I wanted to share
that experience with my Taiwan-
ese wife and our two children.

After a month at The Leader, I
feel I’ve made good progress.

But I didn’t get here through
some innate ability to pick things
up quickly. I got here because
the people at the paper patiently
helped me, and because I was
willing to keep trying when I did-
n’t get something right the first
time.

That, I think, is the real lesson.
You can, in fact, teach an old

dog new tricks. All it takes is a
willingness to fail, the determi-
nation to keep trying and the hu-
mility to accept help when you
need it.

I get by with a little help from
my friends.
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Following is a list of the most read stories on
southpeacenews.com over the last 14 days, effective
Friday, Aug. 28, 2026.

1. Slave Lake man gets 2.5 years in deaths
of two motorcyclists

[posted Wednesday, Aug. 26]

2. Parent demanding
answers to busing drop-off fee

[posted Saturday, Aug. 15]

3. Judge delays Backs trial
until fall pending more evidence

[posted Friday, Aug. 14]

4. Obituary – Kevin Kemp
[posted Wednesday, Aug. 19]

5. Trucking business denied request to
add services

[posted Tuesday, Aug. 25]

6. Northern pike protection remains in
place on Lesser Slave Lake

[posted Thursday, Aug. 20]

7. Peace River council sets rules on politi-
cal activity

[posted Wednesday, Aug. 19]

8. Sweet support for grandson’s sports
[posted Friday, Aug. 21]

9. Driftpile Powwow celebrates culture, tra-
dition

[posted Friday, Aug. 14]

10. Nahachick, Turcotte claim High Prairie
Open titles

[posted Tuesday, Aug. 25]

Be sure to check southpeacenews.com for regular updates
on South Peace News’ two-time Canadian Community News-
papers Association award-winning website!

Letters to the editor policy
South Peace News welcomes readers to write letters to

the editor. A maximum of 300 words is preferred but not
necessary. Letters must carry a first name or two initials
with surname and include an address and daytime tele-
phone number. All letters are subject to editing. Please
send letters to South Peace News, Box 1000, High Prairie,
Alta., T0G 1E0, or fax to (780) 523-3039; or please E-mail
to southpeacenews@hotmail.com.

To end of summer! Where did it go? Fall is around
the corner and then it's winter again!

Comment

Global Affairs jacks up
hospitality spending 53 per cent

Jen Hodgson
Courtesy of Canadian

Taxpayers Federation

Global Affairs Canada
increased hospitality
spending 53 per cent in
2025-26, according to
the government’s finan-
cial records reviewed
by the Canadian Tax-
payers Federation.

“Prime Minister
Mark Carney keeps tell-
ing Canadians his gov-
ernment will spend
less, but his govern-
ment’s own numbers
show Global Affairs just
jacked up hospitality
spending 53 per cent in
one year,” said Gage
Haubrich, CTF Prairie
Director. “Can anyone
in Ottawa say with a
straight face that Cana-
dians are getting 53 per
cent extra value from
government bureau-
crats hosting parties
and events with our
money?”

Global Affairs spent
$15.5 million on hospi-
tality, hosting parties
and events, in 2025-26.
That’s up from $10.1
million the year before.

Of its total hospitality
spending last year, it
spent nearly half that,
$7.5 million, in other
countries.

Global Affairs spent
$44 million on hospital-
ity over the last four
years.

Global Affairs spent
far more on hospitality
in the United States,
nearly $1.3 million, than

anywhere else in the
world last year. Global
Affairs spent more than
$1 million on hospitality
in the United States ev-
ery year for the last
four years.

Other hospitality
spending abroad last
year included $582,700
in Mexico, where Global
Affairs hosted a
“French language and
cultural diversity” festi-
val. Global Affairs also
spent $324,300 in South
Korea, which included a
“queer cultural festival”
and a “French-Cana-
dian culture” arts
event.

The department
spent $178,500 on hospi-
tality in Thailand. One
of the events was a Can-
ada Day celebration
hosted by the Canadian
embassy for Thai royals
featuring lobster rolls,
beaver tails and a live
opera performance, ac-
cording to a govern-
ment social media post.

“Are Canadian tax-
payers really getting
value from all this
spending, or are bu-
reaucrats just looking
for reasons to throw
parties and festivals in
other countries on our
dime?” Haubrich said.
“This pattern of big hos-
pitality bills makes it
look like they’re looking
for ways to blow taxpay-
ers’ money.”

Global Affairs’ spent
tens of thousands of
dollars on hospitality in
countries where Can-

ada has no embassy or
consulate services.

Global Affairs spent
$12,821 on hospitality in
Libya over the last four
years, a country where
the federal government
has no embassy, no staff
on the ground and
where it tells Canadians
not to go.

It spent $17,697 in
Syria over the last four
years, where “there is
no office of the Govern-
ment of Canada.” Can-
ada “has not had a dip-
lomatic presence in
Syria since it closed its
embassy in Damascus
in 2012,” according to
the government’s
website.

It spent $10,529 on
hospitality in Venezuela.
But “there is no office of
the Government of Can-
ada in Venezuela,” ac-
cording to the govern-
ment’s website.

Global Affairs did not
respond to the CTF’s
request for explana-
tions on spending deci-
sions in these areas
where there is no gov-
ernment presence.

Global Affairs also
spent money on hospi-
tality in countries with
popular beach destina-
tions including Cuba,
Barbados, Jamaica,
Trinidad and Tobago,
the Dominican Republic
and Fiji.

Global Affairs in-
creased its spending in
Fiji by 381 per cent and
in the Dominican Re-
public by 102 per cent

last year.
All told, Global Affairs

spent $570,000 on hospi-
tality in Barbados, Ja-
maica, Dominican Re-
public, Cuba, Trinidad
and Tobago and Fiji in
the last four years.

“The government is
massively in debt, Ca-
nadians are struggling
and Carney repeatedly
promised to save
money so he needs to
tell bureaucrats to cut
the extravagance over-
seas,” Haubrich said.

Global Affairs is noto-
rious for wasting Cana-
dian taxpayers’ money
in other countries. It
spent more than $3.3
million on alcohol be-
tween January 2019 and
May 2024, according to
access-to-information
records obtained by the
Canadian Taxpayers
Federation. That works
out to $51,000 per month
spent on booze.

Global Affairs also
spent $8,800 on a sex
toy show in Germany
and $12,520 so seniors
in other countries could
talk about their sex
lives in front of live au-
diences.

While Global Affairs
continues to hike its
hospitality spending,
the Carney government
ordered departments to
find savings of up to 15
per cent.

“Our government will
work relentlessly to cut
waste and drive effi-
ciencies,” Carney said
ahead of Budget 2025.

Gage Haubrich
Courtesy of Canadian

Taxpayers Federation

The Canadian Tax-
payers Federation is
calling on Prime Minis-
ter Mark Carney to can-
cel his planned Sept. 8
fuel tax hike after gaso-
line prices rose 25.7 per
cent in July compared
to last year, according
to Statistics Canada.

“Prices at the pump
are still sky-high and
Canadians can’t afford
for Carney to make
trips to the gas station
more expensive in Sep-

tember,” said Gage
Haubrich, CTF Prairie
Director. “The federal
government shouldn’t
be making painfully
high gas prices worse
by charging taxes on
top.”

The federal govern-
ment temporarily cut
its fuel tax on gas and
diesel in April. The gov-
ernment plans to hike
its fuel tax back up to 10
cents per litre of gas
and four cents per litre
of diesel on Sept. 8,
2026.

Inflation increased to
three per cent in July

compared to last year.
Higher gasoline prices
were one of the largest
factors contributing to
the overall increase in
inflation. Gas prices in-
creased 25.7 per cent in
July compared to last
year. The federal gov-
ernment’s fuel tax cut is
currently saving drivers
about $6 every time
they fill up a sedan,
about $7 for a minivan
and about $10 for a
pick-up truck.

Leger polling shows
that 63 per cent of Ca-
nadians oppose the fed-
eral government hiking

fuel taxes in September.
Among those decided
on the issue, 71 per cent
of Canadians oppose
the fuel tax increase.

“Carney needs to per-
manently cut the gas
tax because Canadians
can’t afford to pay more
to fuel up their vehicles
and also pay higher
prices for everything
that is trucked to
stores,” Haubrich said.
“Canadian families are
having trouble affording
the basics and Carney
shouldn’t be leaving
their wallets even emp-
tier with fuel tax hikes.”

Rising gas prices show Canadians
need permanent gas tax relief

To all the students going back to school. All that
education will come in handy in life. Parents are
happy to see the kids out of the house.
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